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Welcome to our Newsletter for Winter 22 - 23.  You can view this on our Members Only site (login is required), as well as  a download here.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Thanksgiving 2022 -  Sunday November 27th, 2022.

Thanksgiving

When:  November 27th, 2022

Where: Braid Hills Hotel, 134 Braid Road, Edinburgh EH10 6JD

Time:  2-5pm

Please Register by 11th November by clicking here

Thanksgiving Silent Auction
We will hold a silent auction during Thanksgiving with proceeds going to our charities. Please contact Katie Graham
jubaltroop@hotmail.com with any donations.

Questions?   Contact Us

GREETINGS FROM YOUR AWCCS PRESIDENT

Greetings family,

Happy Autumn! I hope everyone had a great Summer despite the travel woes, extreme heat and political upheavals. Cheers
to all who were able to take a break, to those who stayed home and those who had to work, whatever your summer situation
I hope it was a good one. We had loads going on in FAWCO with the meeting in Luxemburg and the cultural exchange in
Amsterdam which my daughter participated in and had a fabulous time. This year it will be Zurich, for those who have young
people between the ages of 15 and 17 please check the FAWCO website as there is only a limited amount of space. We’ve had
quite a few activities start again including the birthday bash, Kahoot, (Still online) and potluck. This year we are flexing our
social muscles by having two Thanksgiving events. One in Edinburgh (Please do reserve your space) and one in Glasgow, a
potluck and I understand it’s going to be at a member’s house and again, (Please do reserve your space). Please do keep your
eyes on the event calendar and if you want to suggest something please do get in touch with Nancy or Sally. 

What awesome scenery the earth is creating for us. The leaves are arranging a beautiful landscape for our visual pleasure.
Let’s step out and enjoy it!  In a time where it is so easy to just continue in the way of the shut down and stay home it is so
lovely to be able to meet face to face and socialise. Make an effort, if you can, to attend at least one event. We would love to
see your lovely faces. Membership is renewing so please do look out for the email. I received my ballot today and I felt so
good about it. Please don’t forget to vote if that is your choice. 

We want to hear from you as well, get in touch and if you want to start a group or just meet up for drinks after work, please
do let us know. We’re still looking to expand our group to include Perth, St. Andrews, Fife, they are all a part of our region so
please if you meet someone from that area tell them about us.

Finally, thank you all for being you and for all that you do to support us as a group family. I’m looking forward to seeing you
all in the coming months, in one activity or the other.

Best wishes,

Cynthia (The Baroness)

UPCOMING EVENTS
NOVEMBER 2022 Birthday Bash
17 Nov 2022 18:00
WHIGHAM'S WINE CELLARS

Glasgow Thanksgiving Potluck 2022
19 Nov 2022 18:00
TBA

November 2022 Kahoot!
23 Nov 2022 19:30
Your Zoom Room

Thanksgiving Dinner and Charity Event
27 Nov 2022 14:00
BraidHills Hotel

Traditional American Cookie Exchange
2 Dec 2022 19:00
Home of Kathy McGlew

Dates to remember

January 16-22, 2023 - AWCCS Upright Gallery Show

AWCCS EVENTS EXPLORED

Glasgow Pizza Lunch - October 2nd, Paesanos Glasgow Pizza Lunch - October 2nd, Paesanos Glasgow Pizza Lunch - October 2nd, Paesanos Glasgow Pizza Lunch - October 2nd, Paesanos 

Glasgow Members are Flexible! When a Citywide Marathon spoiled our plan for a Mural walk, we got together for Pizza at
Paesanos.

Portobello Beach Clean Up - October 15thPortobello Beach Clean Up - October 15thPortobello Beach Clean Up - October 15thPortobello Beach Clean Up - October 15th

By Nancy LynnerBy Nancy LynnerBy Nancy LynnerBy Nancy Lynner

Saturday October 15th started as a rainy, windy morning. We did not cancel, and our fortitude paid off.  The seven of us enjoyed beautiful
sunny hour collecting rubbish and things that don’t belong on a beach, after which we shared a table at the Portobello Beach Bistro.
This marks the 5th AWCCS live event over the years that the club has met to pick up litter.  It’s a small way to help the community, and it
reminds us to be better Earth citizens. We met some local folk who walk the beach frequently and pick up litter.

At the beach I found one item that is speaking to me of a yet-unwritten story…I found a weathered metal and leather necklace with a
heart shaped pendant, lying on a grey stone. Suddenly I was channelling Outlander! We discussed if leaving the necklace there was
best.  We decided that it should not be left, as it had clearly been there through much weather, and such items are not part of the
natural environment of the beach. 

We were hoping we’d find some interesting items which might be put into an art project that could go on display in our AWCCS Upright
Gallery show January 16-22, 2023.  Stay tuned for an event that is all about making something interesting with recycled items. If this
interests you, start looking at objects that speak to your inner creative power and save them for a project.  Put on your crazy creative
caps.

Coffee Morning - November 2nd, National Museum of ScotlandCoffee Morning - November 2nd, National Museum of ScotlandCoffee Morning - November 2nd, National Museum of ScotlandCoffee Morning - November 2nd, National Museum of Scotland

KahootKahootKahootKahoot

By Nancy LynnerBy Nancy LynnerBy Nancy LynnerBy Nancy Lynner

GAMESTERS JOIN IN
Our club has upgraded our subscription to the online game KAHOOT! One of our Glasgow Representatives, Mary Jo Bone-Caselton, is a
terrific Games master.  KAHOOT! Is like a Pub Quiz, and we meet on a Thursday night, on Zoom.

We are not competitive, but rather enjoy the process of it all. (We are a little bit competitive, but only in a healthy amount…)   Your mobile
phone is used as the device for answering the questions.  Each round is on a topic that one of us selects and there are either 10 or 20
questions in each round. Your laptop or tablet is used as your communication with the Games Master and the other members, and that is
where you read the questions and see results.

It’s so relaxing, and because it’s done on zoom, it’s that much easier to “meet up”, connect with fellow members, and have a laugh while
also checking your own knowledge on various topics.  Sign up and get to know your fellow members better in a light, easy atmosphere.

Our Advertiser:  Skyco Online

One of our favourite advertisers, Skyco, has some terrific specials on at the moment. 

Triscuits are back in stock along with Pace salsa and stuffing to name a few.  Check out the

offerings of sweets for Valentine's day and cake mixes are on sale with short dates, just in

time for Easter.  Visit the Clearance Corner for more specials.  Become a member for

discounts.  https://www.skyco.uk.com/

AWCCS CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS

AWCCS Board Notes
Next AWCCS Board Meeting - 2nd November, 2022

AWCCS Proposed Budget 22-23

Membership News:

This year we began collecting Membership dues again after postponing the renewals due to the hardships experienced
becasuse of  COVID19 last year.  We appreciate you renewing again as your invoice is sent to you on your renewal month.  It
is more important than ever that we keep in communication with each other to offer help and support.

Communication News

2021-23 Charity:

AWCCS members voted for the local Charity we will support for the next two years. We chose the Kilbrandon Fund.   "The
Kilbrandon Fund (SC033356) is administered in Edinburgh by a group of Childrens Panel members. It gives small grants, currently
up to £300, to improve the lives of children and young people who are under the supervision of the local authority because of
home and family circumstances and where no other resources are available to meet that need."

Funds Raised for Charity:

At Thanksgiving the Silent Auction raised £521 which will be divided between our new Charity, Kilbrandon Fund,
and The FAWCO Target Project.

The canned goods drive for Scottish Food Banks brought in over 100 items which were all delivered to the food
bank source by Katie and Alistair Graham.

Also at Thanksgiving, six books (What is a Perfect World?) and two mugs were sold, with profits going to the
FAWCO Target Project.

Thank you to all who participated in giving to these charities in the name of AWCCS.  We send most of our donations out
at the end of the fiscal year which is in June.

Revised 2022 Bylaws

AWCCS recently revised its bylaws. The revised bylaws can be found here

privacy policy

Contact Us

MEMBER NEWS

 November 2022  December 2022  January 2023
 Suzette Bell  Hollie Nielson  Michele Woods

 Ellen Brennan  Mary Jo Caselton  Gayatri Malik
 Joyce Halsan    Ellen Colingsworth
 Andreea Luca    Beth Monahan Brown
 Donna Nodson    
 Lindsay Nygren    

Welcome New Members

Ceceley Chambers
Karen Licurse
Natalia Uribe

Mila Woody-Daraz
Lina Goldberg
Brittany Oat

GLASGOW EVENTS

Kahoot! with Mary Jo 

Saturday, November 19th, 2022 - Glasgow AWCCS Thanksgiving Potluck

Wednesday, November 23rd, 2022 - Kahoot with Mary Jo

Thursday, December 1st - Beauty and the Beast Panto (Sold out)

January 2023 - Kahoot will return

EDINBURGH BOOK GROUP

Contact: dka.finlayson@gmail.com

Friday, 18 November
10:15

Home of Susanne Hathon

The Things They Carried
by Tim O’Brien

 

Friday, 9 December (Note: this is the 2nd Friday)

10:15
Venue to be decided

Saturday
by Ian McEwan

Friday, 20 January
10:15

Book and venue TBC

U.S. CONSULATE TARTAN VOTE

Greetings from the United States Consulate General in Edinburgh! 

One of our missions is to celebrate the deep and historic links between the United States and Scotland.  The United States has
maintained a diplomatic presence in Scotland since 1798.  Millions of Americans claim Scottish ancestry, including dozens of U.S.
Presidents.  Hundreds of thousands of Americans visit Scotland annually, in addition to the thousands more who choose to study in
Scotland each year.  We are proud to be Scotland’s principal international trading partner and our bonds continue to grow in new and
emerging industries.

From whisk(e)y to salmon to Harris Tweed, Scottish products are instantly recognizable worldwide.  This is perhaps most true with
tartan.  Tartan is embraced internationally as a symbol of Scotland, and there are thousands of registered tartan designs representing
individuals, groups, and organizations spanning the globe.  Despite our long history in Scotland, the Consulate General has never had an
official tartan.  Until now.

Today we are launching an online poll and asking the public to help choose our official United States Consulate General Edinburgh
tartan.  One winner will be chosen among three designs, which have been created in partnership with the Scottish Highlands-based mill
Prickly Thistle.  All three designs incorporate colors and patterns influenced by the shared history between Scotland and the United
States. 

The poll closes Monday, November 21, with the winning design announced on St. Andrew’s Day, November 30.  We are asking you, as a
valued friend of the Consulate General, to vote, spread the word, and get your followers involved on social media.  Information on the
designs can be found on our Twitter page, @USAinScotland.  You can cast your vote at https://poll.app.do/u-s-consulate-official-
tartan.   

Thank you for your help and get voting!

Regards,

Jack Hillmeyer

Consul General

U.S. NEWS

Have you registered to vote?

Voting This Year In The US Elections Is More
Important Than Ever

Joyce Halsan

The USA will hold federal, state and local elections on November 8, 2022. All 435 seats in the House of Representatives and 34 of the
100 seats in the Senate will be up for grabs, as well as some state governorships and legislatures, and local political offices.  Below is a
concise, list of instructions to help you succeed in the process of making sure your vote gets counted using the FPCA tool.  

VOTING FROM ABROAD USING THE FEDERAL POST
CARD APPLICATION (FPCA). 

Information is from:  https://www.democratsabroad.org/votingfromabroad101

Voting in the November 8 midterms elections is the best tool you have to make your voice heard on important issues, from climate
change to bodily autonomy to election administration. If you haven’t requested your ballot, or you’re unsure if you’ve requested one,
follow the three easy steps below.

Also, spread the word about voting to your family, friends, and co-workers. Let them know that you voted and that if they’re a U.S. or dual
citizen, they should, too!

Step 1: Request your ballot

Head to www.votefromabroad.org, your one-stop-shop for registering to vote and requesting your overseas absentee ballot. There, you’ll
complete and submit your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA), the form overseas voters like you use to request ballots. The website
will help you fill out the FPCA and tell you exactly where to send it. In most cases, you can submit it right then and there electronically!

If you’re not registered to vote or need to change where you’re registered, don’t worry: The FPCA doubles as a voter registration form.
You’ll register at the address where you most recently lived in the United States.

Pro tip: On the FPCA form, mark that you want to receive your ballot by email. That way, you'll get your ballot quickly and avoid snail-mail
delays.

Step 2: Receive and vote your ballot

Once you’ve got your ballot, carefully read the instructions and fill it out as soon as possible. You’ll probably want to vote for all the
offices listed on the ballot, especially at the state and local levels— where tons of decisions that impact our future are being made. A
Google search of the candidates or ballotopedia.org are great ways to find out where they stand on issues important to you, as is
reading news coverage of the races in which you’ll be voting.

Pro tip: Make sure you’ve signed everywhere required, used the right color pen, and put the right envelope inside of the other (if returning voted
ballot by postal mail). Each state, and sometimes even county, has different requirements. Human error is a top reason overseas absentee ballots
get rejected, so it’s worth taking some extra time to read the instructions and do it right. If you have questions, we're here to help!

Step 3: Return your completed ballot

After you’ve completed your ballot, return it right away. Some states allow overseas voters to return their voted ballots through secure
electronic means — like an upload portal, email, or even fax (yes, fax!) — but many require it to be sent by postal mail. You can check
your state’s rules and deadlines at www.votefromabroad.org.

If you have to return your ballot by postal mail, you’ll want to make sure you’ve put the correct postage and recipient address on the
envelope (the latter will be included with your ballot instructions). If time’s running short, you can also use a courier such as DHL, UPS,
or FedEx, but this can get expensive. 

If you vote in one of the following states, we also have ballot return guides to help you get your ballot
back: Georgia, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Texas.

Pro tip: Return your voted ballot within 48 hours of receiving it, especially if you have to return it by postal mail. Voting early will not only save
you stress and money, it will give you enough time to confirm that your ballot made it and will be counted. Late arrival is another top reason
absentee ballots are rejected. Don’t let it happen to you.

And just like that, you’ll have voted from abroad in the November midterm elections!  

Votes from abroad may have proved decisive in the 2020 election outcome — now, with your help, we’re ready to make an even bigger
difference in 2022!

HERE ARE SOME RESOURCES TO HELP

Need one-on-one help? A live voter assistant is just a Zoom away! Click in to ZoomTheVote, hosted and staffed by experienced
VoteFromAbroad voter helpers, from anywhere in the world. Tuesdays and Wednesdays from noon-4pm EDT, Saturdays from 4am-6am
EDT, and Sundays from 11am-3pm EDT. Link to join is here: https://qrco.de/bbh0zg

Voting questions? Check out our FAQs or write to us at info@democratsabroad.org. 

What to know about voting in your state. Go to www.votefromabroad.org/states for detailed information on your state's deadlines, how to
send in your registration/ballot request/ballot return, contact information for local election officials, and links to state websites to
confirm registration and see sample ballots. You can also find the link to track your ballot at www.votefromabroad.org/states.

In which states can the ballot only be returned by mail? You must return your voted ballot by postal mail if you vote in the following
states: Arkansas, Connecticut, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Hampshire, New York,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. Please don't wait to return your ballot —
international mail takes time! 

Haven’t received your ballot?

If you requested to receive your ballot by postal mail, you should have likely received it by now (they started being sent to voters on
Sept 24).

If you requested to receive your ballot electronically, please double check your spam and junk folders.

! Log in
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If you still can’t find your ballot, please do the following immediately:

1. Submit a new ballot request form via www.votefromabroad.org. Please submit the request electronically, if possible, and on the form,
mark that you would like to receive your ballot by email. Doing this will expedite the process.

2. AND, if you vote in a postal mail return state (see above), vote and return a Federal Absentee Write-in Ballot, also known as a FWAB
or “Backup Ballot.” Details on the Backup Ballot can be found here: https://www.votefromabroad.org/faqs/BB1.

Please note that even if you vote and return a Backup Ballot, you should still vote and return your official ballot once you receive it. If both
your official voted ballot and Backup Ballot reach your local election office in time, the official ballot will be counted and the Backup
Ballot will be voided. If only the Backup Ballot arrives, that will be counted as your vote.

Need to use a courier service? Call or email your local election office in the United States to check out the best address to use, and then
check out courier solutions. Some couriers have provided discounts for some countries for mail return to the U.S. The countries include:
Austria, Canada, Ecuador, Estonia, Germany, Great Britain, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Spain and
Turkey. Please check the country page link below for specific details. 

From Argentina to Vietnam, we’ve got you covered. Take a look at information specific to your country of residence including courier
service discounts and more. 

Americas: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Caribbean Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Not Listed?  

Asia Pacific: Australia , China , Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, South
Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, Not Listed?

Europe, Middle East & Africa: Africa Committee, Austria, Belgium, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland , Israel, Italy, Kenya , Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Romania, South
Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, Not Listed?

Have a technical question? Take a look at these videos and PDF’s to find out how-to scan a ballot, fold a New York ballot, use VPN to
access blocked U.S. websites, photograph your signature, send your ballot by post, get the fax transmission cover sheet, and fax your
ballot using your phone with fax.plus, efax.com or other "email to fax solutions" option.

Do you vote in one of the following states? We also have ballot return guides to help you get your ballot back
to: Georgia, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Texas.

THANK YOU FOR VOTING!

Other resources:

https://www.votefromabroad.org/
https://www.usvotefoundation.org/

Registering is easy. The following are websites where you can register online:

Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP):  https://www.fvap.gov/eo/overview/materials/forms

Vote from Abroad (recommended by Democrats Overseas):  www.votefromabroad.org

Overseas Vote Foundation (recommended by FAWCO):  https://www.overseasvotefoundation.org/

Register in four easy steps:

1) Go to one of the websites above and follow the instructions for your state. 

2) Fill out the FPCA (Federal Post Card Application), which will contain only the information required by your state.

3) Click to receive the ballot by email. This means you will receive your ballot almost immediately it is issued, without
worrying it might be lost in the mail. 

4) Submit the FPCA to your county clerk at the address provided. The website will give you complete instructions on how to
submit the completed form and verify that it was received. It is recommended that you email or call your local voting official
to make sure it was received and that a ballot will be sent.

Things to note:

•   Two-thirds of states (33) plus D.C. allow voters to return their ballots electronically – by email, online upload, or fax. Mark
and sign the ballot, scan it, and return as an attachment and/or return the signed copy if required by your state.

•   Your US voting address is the street address of the last place you lived in the US, whether or not you intend to return to
that address or ever registered to vote at that address.

•   If you indicate on your FPCA that you intend to return, every state will send a ballot that includes state elections. If you
indicate on your FPCA that your intent to return is uncertain, 2/3 of the states (33) will send a ballot that includes state
elections. The remaining 17 states will send "return uncertain" voters a ballot with only federal elections. The 17 states are:
Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida (some counties), Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Minnesota, New York, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas, Utah, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. Please be aware that if your voting state imposes a state
income tax, selecting “I intend to return” rather than “my intent to return is uncertain” may contribute towards establishing yourself
as a tax resident in your voting state. 

For more information:

Kayla Paulson is the Voting Assistance Ambassador in London for the FVAP. You can email her for advice
at kayla.paulson.16@ucl.ac.uk.

American Citizens Abroad also offers good advice and articles about voting:

Some Useful Information on U.S. Tax Filing

FROM AMERICAN CITIZENS ABROAD

Americans living abroad have to file a U.S. federal tax return every year just like Americans living in the States. What are the US tax
changes 2022 for Americans overseas?

1. Requirement for Americans living overseas to file US taxes unchanged
The requirements for Americans living abroad to file U.S. taxes, and report foreign accounts, assets, and businesses remain unchanged.

2. US tax filing deadline 2022
While the filing deadline was extended to May 15 in 2021, Americans living abroad receive an automatic extension until June 15
anyway: this will not change for filing in 2022.

3. Tax brackets and rates for filing in 2022
For filing for the 2021 tax year in 2022, tax brackets and rates have been adjusted for inflation, while the standard deduction increases
to $12,550.  This means that only Americans whose worldwide income exceeded the standard deduction amount in the 2021 calendar
year need to file in 2022, unless they have self-employment income or they are married but file separately, even if filing separately from
a non-American spouse.

The tax year 2021 tax brackets and rates for filing in 2022 are as follows:
    •    37% for incomes over $523,600 ($628,300 for married couples filing jointly).
    •    35% for incomes over $209,425 ($418,850 for married couples filing jointly).
    •    32% for incomes over $164,925 ($329,850 for married couples filing jointly).
    •    24% for incomes over $86,375 ($172,750 for married couples filing jointly).
    •    22% for incomes over $40,525 ($81,050 for married couples filing jointly).
    •    12% for incomes over $9,950 ($19,900 for married couples filing jointly).
    •    The lowest rate is 10% for incomes of single individuals with incomes of $9,950 or less ($19,900 for married couples filing
jointly).

4. Foreign Tax Credit on Form 1116
However, Americans filing from abroad can offset U.S. tax on foreign source income if they’ve paid tax on it abroad by claiming the
Foreign Tax Credit on Form 1116 when they file their federal U.S. tax return.

5. Foreign Earned Income Exclusion on Form 2555
Alternatively, Americans filing from abroad can claim the Foreign Earned Income Exclusion on Form 2555, for income earned from
employment or self-employment, whether they’re paying foreign income taxes or not.  This means that most Americans filing from
abroad don’t end up owing any U.S. tax, but it depends on each individual’s circumstances, of course.

6. Foreign Earned Income Exclusion
The maximum amount of income from employment or self-employment from 2021 that overseas residing Americans can exempt from
U.S. tax by claiming the Foreign Earned Income Exclusion also rises for filing in 2022 and is $108,700 per person.

7. Proposed US tax changes 2022
President Biden’s proposed tax and infrastructure plans, the Building Back Better Act, contains some changes that will affect Americans
living abroad.

If passed in the Senate, Americans with offshore corporations, including hundreds of thousands of expats, will be affected by an effective
new GILTI tax rate of 15%, rising from the current 10.5%, for those who claim the 962 Election.

If the corporation already pays foreign corporation tax at a higher rate than 18.9%, then they may be able to still claim an exemption to
offset GILTI, though.

8. Increased Additional Child Tax Credit
The increased Additional Child Tax Credit of $3,000/$3,600 per dependent child for the 2021 tax year is unfortunately only available if
you spent half of 2021 physically present in the U.S.  For many American parents living abroad who don’t meet these residency criteria,
the Child Tax Credit amount is worth $2,000 per child, or, if you have already eliminated your U.S. tax bill by claiming the Foreign Tax
Credit, you can receive a $1,400 per child refund.

9. Additional income tax surcharge for high earners
When the Build Back Better act is enacted, it is most likely to affect a group of overseas Americans because of the introduction of an
additional income tax surcharge for very high earners, being those who earn over $10 million (or $5 million if you’re married but file
separately).

10. Streamlined procedure
If you’ve been living overseas for a while but have never filed your U.S. taxes, there’s an amnesty program called the Streamlined
Procedure available that enables Americans overseas to catch up without facing any sanctions.

Need more information about Americans living abroad and US tax changes 2022?
If you have any questions about US taxes 2022 can contact Americans Overseas. Two dual nationals living abroad founded Americans
Overseas. In the costly and exhausting process of finding the right experts, they realised they had not only accumulated a mountain of
knowledge but also built up a solid network of tax and legal experts. Do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
 

Thanks to Dale Finlay for this update

FAWCO NEWS

FAWCO Announcements

FAWCO 2023 GRANT APPLICATION DEADLINE JANUARY 2023:

FAWCO Grants applications - There are a lot of Education and Development grants available to FAWCO members (you, reading this) and our family
members and favorite charities. The application deadline is the end of January and these applications can be a bit time consuming, so if you are interested,
I recommend you check out the Foundation's web pages about both to access the application forms* and information about how to apply: 

Education Awards: https://www.fawcofoundation.org/programs/education-awards
Development Grants: https://www.fawcofoundation.org/programs/development-grants

* Please note, to download the applications: for some, clicking on this link produces a "broken" behaviour and you may get an error message saying
"couldn't load plugin", if this is the case, you will have to right click on the link and select "save link as" to download the documents.

DONATIONS FOR FAWCO FOUNDATION NIGHT AUCTIONS:

The FAWCO Foundation is the body that awards grants for our charities and for member/child of member education.  One of the ways we support the
foundation so that there are funds for these grants is via the Foundation Night Auction in March.  The FAWCO foundation is on the lookout for special
experiences and donations from members for the Live and Silent Auctions in March. 

If you'd like to donate something to the auction, please let Caroline Graves, the club's FAWCO rep know cgravesawccs@gmail.com

FAWCO SUPPORT VIA AMAZON and iGIVE

FAWCO can be supported via iGive and AmazonSmile (I believe US Amazon only - but worth looking for) a great way to support FAWCO during holiday
shopping.

FAWCO AGM

Keep an eye out for Early-bird registration for the FAWCO Annual Meeting in March.

2021 Personal Income Tax Filing Information
FAWCO Tax & Banking Articles

April 18, 2022

file individual tax return (Form 1040) - for expats, this deadline is automatically extended until June 15, 2021

file Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR) - or simply wait until October 17 - the automatic extension deadline

Note: Expat children with foreign financial accounts are also required to file FBARs

to avoid late payment penalties, make a payment of any US tax you owe. Alternatively, if you have sustained a substantial financial loss, file
Form 1127, Application for Extension of Time for Payment of Tax Due to Undue Hardship, to request a 6 months extension to pay taxes due (in
some cases, the extension may be granted for a longer period)

June 15, 2022

file Form 1040 or an extension of time to file until October 17, 2022 (extension filed with Form 4868)

October 17, 2022

file the extended tax return (Form 1040); or

apply for an additional two-month extension to file Form 1040 until December 15

file the FBAR (October 15 is an automatic 6-month extension/no further extension is possible)

December 15, 2022

the final deadline to file 2021 US tax returns.

2021 Minimum Income Filing Thresholds: 

Whether someone must file a federal income tax return depends on their worldwide gross income, filing status, age, and whether they are a dependent. 

$5 if married filing separately (MFS)

$12,550 if filing single ($14,250 for those 65 or older)

$18,800 if filing as a head of household (HOH) ($20,500 for those 65 or older)

$25,100 if married filing jointly (MFJ) ($26,450 if one spouse is 65 or older, $27,800 if both are over 65 years old)

It is important to note that self-employed individuals have a filing requirement if their net annual earnings from self-employment exceed $400.  

Also, you may qualify as Head of Household if you are married to a non-resident alien.  You are considered unmarried for head of household purposes if

your spouse was a nonresident at any time during the year and you do not choose to treat your nonresident as a resident. However, your spouse is not a

qualifying person for head of household purposes. You must have another qualifying person and meet the other tests to be eligible to file as a head of

household.

Foreign currencies need to be converted to US dollar amounts  using the published IRS Yearly Average Currency Exchange Rates.

In addition, some individuals may be required to file a tax return or submit other information returns even if they earn less than the minimum income for

their filing status. It is also important to note that because retirement benefits are not “foreign earned”, they are not eligible for the Foreign Earned

Income Exclusion and, although, these payments are usually taxable only in the country of residence, you are/may be required to file a US tax return to

report such income.

Source:  IRS Pub 501

Transmission of US Citizenship to Child Born Abroad
FAWCO Citizenship Articles

One topic that consistently comes up in the expat community is acquiring US  citizenship for children born abroad to US citizen parents who have not

lived in US territory sufficient time for their children to have acquired US citizenship at birth, if the birth took place outside the US. 

The legal requirement for a child born outside the US to be a US citizen at birth is that at least one parent is a US citizen who can document a physical

presence in the US for at least five (5) years, two of which must be after the age of fourteen (14). The physical presence does not have to be consecutive, 

but a cumulative total of five years. If you believe that your son or daughter someday may have children born outside of the US, then start documenting

the time they spend in US territory as this can have important implications in the future. Passport stamps, flight records, church/school/camp records,

doctor/dentist appointments, etc. are examples of such records. Three of the five requisite years can be accumulated prior to  his/her fourteenth

birthday. 

If the adult US citizen does not have the residency requirement, but wants their child/ren to have US citizenship, then the US citizen grandparent can

convey citizenship to the child/ren. Section 322 of the Immigration and Naturalization Act (INA) allows for a child to acquire US citizenship through a

grandparent, if the parent cannot convey citizenship directly. The grandparent must be a US citizen who meets the physical presence requirement of at

least five (5) years, two (2) of which must be after the age of fourteen. The application, Form N-600K, must be submitted to USCIS, along with birth

certificates, proof of residency of the petitioning adult and the filing fee. The interview will take place in the US, with the exception of a US military

dependent, and the process MUST be completed prior to reaching his/her 18th birthday. Processing times may vary, so while it may only take a few

months, it is advisable to submit the application and supporting documents with at least a year prior to the child’s 18th birthday, or much earlier. Children

under the age of 14 will most likely not be required to take the Oath of Allegiance, however, the child will be required to appear for an interview.

The child can apply for a visitor visa once the interview in the US has been scheduled. A certificate of citizenship will be issued and the child will be eligible

to apply for a US passport.

Overseas Voting in 2022: Act now to help save US democracy
FAWCO Voting Articles

Many news stories, and even a FAWCO article, warn about current threats to democracy in the USA. While each of us is just one person,
we can do much if we act together. But we must act now – Election Day for overseas voters is October 8, fewer than 70 days away.

1. Register to vote before August 31, to maximize your chance of voting successfully.

2. If you have registered/requested your ballot, make a plan to ensure that you cast a valid ballot.

3. Then spread the word to every American you can find, through your FAWCO Club and in your daily life.

Use FAWCO resources: advice for individual overseas voters and advice on running a voter-registration campaign. Send questions or
suggestions to .

The problem

The cascade of news stories from the US can leave Americans, within or outside the country, feeling depressed, isolated and unable to
act. As a recent Washington Post article article showed, news reporting that includes not only the facts but also what people can do
about them – called solution-focused journalism – reduces feelings of helplessness and spurs action: “When we see that positive
change can occur, it helps us to see that our own actions matter and inspires us to become involved in efforts for social change.”

So what can we do?

What you can do about it

A CNN article lists various Americans’ advice about the most useful steps to take to protect US democracy.

1. Vote – in every election at every level that you can.

2. Protest (peacefully) – including writing or phoning your elected representatives to tell them your views (click here to find out how).

3. Connect. In addition to voting, get involved in a wide range of groups and campaigns for voter registration, for voting reform and for
candidates who will protect US democracy, to name just a few. 

Voting may be one of the most important things to do, but time is running out to ensure that you can vote in 2022. Overseas Election
Day is October 8, not November 8; our ballots have to travel to reach local election officials in time.

1. If you have not yet registered to vote, do it before August 31. Waiting longer than that may mean your form isn’t processed, or your ballot
is sent out late, and you can’t vote.

2. If you have registered/requested your ballot, make a plan to ensure that you cast a valid ballot by receiving your ballot as quickly as
possible, filling out completely and correctly, and returning it before the deadline set by your state.

3. Then spread the word to every American you can find, through your FAWCO Club and in your daily life.

FAWCO can help you with all of these tasks. See our advice for individual overseas voters and on running a voter-registration campaign.

Send questions or suggestions to . And act now!

Answer voters’ questions, if you have the knowledge, or direct them to FAWCO (), or the voter help desks or FAQs of the US Vote

Foundation or FVAP (Some US embassy/consulate officials can do this, too, but they are operating with reduced capacity at present.)

Resources

For all these tasks, use the regularly updated information and resources provided by FAWCO; get them from:

the US Voting section of the FAWCO website, and its monthly articles; and

FAWCO publications, such as the quarterly US Liaison Bulletin and the monthly News in Brief (NiB).

We also offer three videos on FAWCO’s YouTube channel:

1. Why the rush to register to vote? (1:34)

2. Information and support from FAWCO (1:05)

3. Voter registration: demonstration (5:30)

All three date from 2020, but are still accurate in general terms. Soon we expect the US Vote Foundation and FVAP to offer outreach materials, too. 

The above information was supplied by FAWCO Liaison Bulletin, Johanna Dishongh, FAWCO's US Liaison
 

Did you know that you can now set up an IRS account online?

Until the end of last year, Americans living outside the US were blocked from accessing and setting up an online account on the IRS

website. Many people have successfully set up an online account, although others have reported that they struggled to do so.

If you want to set up an online IRS account, here are some resources that you can use:

CNET It's tax season: Here's how to set up an online IRS account This article explains the steps and documents required to set up
your online account. You don't need to set up an online account, but it helps with having visibility of what the IRS has on file for
you. It's especially useful for viewing when your economic stimulus payments and child tax credit payments have been sent.

ID.me: What if I don't live in the United States? You shouldn't need a US address or a US phone number to sign up for an online
account; you should be able to use your UK address and UK phone number if that's all you have. If you have any problems setting
up your account, read this article and hopefully it'll point you in the right direction to get your account set up.

On Thursday, February 10th at 6pm Democrats Abroad will hold a free Expats Virtual Financial Summit including a talk on “Why US

Taxes Aren't A Barrier To Voting in US Elections”. RSVP to attend this event and all of the sessions at the online summit by clicking

here.

Thanks to Dale Finlay for this update

MEMBER PUBLICATIONS
Our own Nancy Lynner was featured in Inspiring Women, the FAWCO digital magazine

She's on pages 90-91 here: 

https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/67113754/inspiring-women-magazine-september-2022 

Links to recent publications below

Trees: Planting, Reforestation and Rewilding

by Amanda Drollinger, AWC Central Scotland

Originally published by FAWCO:  https://www.fawco.org/global-issues/environment/environment-articles/4679-trees-planting-reforestation-and-rewilding

Bridging the Gap – Overcoming Academic Disruptions on the Road to Higher Education (SDG

Targets 4.3 & 4.4)

by Lindsay Nygren, AWCC Scotland

Originally published by FAWCO: https://www.fawco.org/global-issues/education/education-articles/4695-bridging-the-gap-overcoming-academic-disruptions-on-the-road-

to-higher-education-sdg-targets-4-3-4-4

Notes from the Field: How to Be a Global Citizen (SDG Target 4.7)

by Nancy Lynner, AWCC Scotland

Originally published by FAWCO:  https://www.fawco.org/global-issues/education/education-articles/4734-notes-from-the-field-how-to-be-a-
global-citizen-sdg-target-4-7

INDIGENOUS WOMEN WORKING FOR A BETTER TOMORROW

By Tara Scott, AWC Central Scotland

Originally published: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSBo5IYeIWCPU_9NdSmBDjUUYtxX07EXP2WZLLKnMhYejPmqJbbQ4mhiEczvKbA8w/pub?

start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.p1

AWCCS Board 2021-2022

President
Cynthia Holden
Honorary President
U.S. Consul General, 
Secretary
Kathy McGlew
Treasurer
Susanne Hathon
Membership
Lindsay Nygren 
Communications Convenor
Joyce Halsan
Charity Convenor
Katie Graham
Events Convenor
Nancy Lynner/Sallie Redman
FAWCO Representative
Caroline Graves
Glasgow Representatives
Mary Jo Bone Caselton/Shanon Lei
Parliamentarian
Dale Finlayson

To Contact any of the Board Membeers, please use our 

page and just put the Title of the person you wish to contact in the

Subject area of the Email:  i.e. "AWCCS President"

Contact Us

Special Interest Group Coordinators

Although we will not be meeting in person, some of these groups may be
meeting online.  Contact us if you would like to participate.

Edinburgh:  Dale Finlayson for Morning Book Group, Coffee Plus
Edinburgh and Voting Coordinator

Glasgow:  Books Beverages and Banter hosted by various individuals.

Fife:  Pat Peters for Fife Dinner Club

Join us as a Board Member or work on a Team

Interested in joining us as a board member?  We would love to hear from
you.  We are meeting online at the present, but still very active in the
club.  We have the following openings:

Communications Convenor is looking for members who would like to help
as a team in the following areas:  Newsletter writing on line,
Advertising/PR and working on the website.  Expertise is helpful, but
training is available if  you want to learn a system.  Please notify Joyce of
your interest.

Contact Us

Our Advertiser Nomads Tent

Notes from the Website 

Please Log in to awccs.org

Your AWCCS Newsletter has been sent to you in an eMail blast with links directing you to our Member's Only site.  You will have to have logged in to read
the details.  Let me know if you are having trouble logging in.  You can also use your Facebook and Google login to sign in.  websitemanager@awccs.org

Email going to Spam?

If your communication from us is going to your Spam folder, all you need do is to place our email (the 'reply to' on the email you receive from us) into
your Contacts and it will recognize us as a "friend." 

Please Update your Profile 

Did we miss announcing your birthday in our Newsletter?  We want to make sure to include you in our good wishes, but sometimes we just don't have
the information we need.

If there is anything in the directory you don't want to be included, you can just go into your profile and remove permission.

To edit your profile

sign in with your login name and password

Go to your Profile page by clicking on your name on the top right corner

To change anything on your Profile, click on "Edit Profile"

Be sure to save when you have edited it.

Our Advertiser Olivia McLaren, Ltd.

Our Advertiser:  Mail Boxes Etc.

Going Home Soon?
FAUSA
Are you returning to the US any time soon? Whether you are being dragged back kicking and screaming or if you can hardly wait to return home, you will
probably find that as a “repat” you and your family members are different sorts of Americans from those who stayed behind.This can be a jolt, but there
is help out there for you. Membership in the FAWCO Alumnae, USA, better known as FAUSA keeps you in touch with others who understand the life
changing experience of living in other cultures.

Besides the pure psychological support of being a part of this network, there are other benefits, too. The Quarterly magazine carries articles of interest
to “repats,” and you may apply for the FAUSA Education Award for yourself or a child. In addition, FAUSA members may attend the FAWCO conferences
overseas and the FAUSA Annual Meeting, which is in a different part of the US every fall. Learn all about FAUSA, contact someone in your region, and
download an application at www.fausa.org. We would love to hear from you.
Jane Indreland President, FAUSA

LINK TO OUR ADVERTISERS

Link to Olivia McLarewn Ltd. Link to Mail Boxes Etc. Link to Nomad's Tent Link to Skyco Online

Thanks so much for all our contributors to the Newsletter:  Nancy Lynner, Lindsay Nygren, Dale Finlayson,  Mary Jo Bone-Caselton , Suzanne Hathon, 
Caroline Graves, Katie Graham and Joyce Halsan.  If you wish to contribute to our next Newsletter, please send your article to Joyce Halsan.  
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