
2023 Newsletter for February and March

!
"

Welcome to our Newsletter for April/May 23.  You can view this on our Members Only site (login is required), as well as  a download here.

AWCCS AGM

U.S. Consulate General Edinburgh 

Management & Consular Affairs Consul 

Vicki Ting 

and

The American Women’s Club of Central Scotland

Cordially invite you to attend the 

AWCCS 2023 Annual General Meeting

Tuesday May 16, 2023

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

U.S. Consulate General, 3 Regent Terrace, Edinburgh, EH7 5BW

RSVP through the AWCCS club website by Friday May 13

 GREETINGS FROM YOUR AWCCS PRESIDENT

Greetings family,

Spring is here! Time has changed and the days are longer. Welcome glorious sunlight! What have you been doing to keep yourself busy while the sun has been on
hiatus? Have you done anything new, discovered a new village or even a craft? Alternatively, do you hibernate when the sun does. I find that often times I need
time alone to regenerate because when I’m social I’m very social. Whether you are an introvert, an extrovert or a little of both please take care of yourselves. I
want to share a little bit of wisdom I came upon. It’s really worth thinking about.

Every minute someone leaves this world behind. We are all in “the line” without knowing it.  We never know how many people are before us. We can not move to
the back of the line. We can not step out of the line. We can not avoid the line. So while we wait in line. All ages, colors, cultures, religions, nationalities, genders,
sex and beliefs are in the line. Here is what is really important: Make moments count. Make priorities. Make the time. Make your gifts known.  Make a nobody feel
like a somebody. Make your voice heard. Make the small things big.  Make someone smile.  Make the change. Make love.  Make up.  Make peace.  Make sure to
tell your people they are loved.  Make sure to have no regrets.  Make sure you are ready.

Tragically, we have had another school shooting, this has got to stop. This is not a political issue this is a human issue. Our children are dying. Whether you are a
mother, grandmother, aunt, sister, cousin, godmother, best friend or if you were once a child, we have a responsibility to each other to be a part of the change.
I’m not sure what we can do but I hope we find a way past this.

On we go..

We have been busy these last few months with events, activities and new memberships. As we grow in membership we also grow in activities, Glasgow has been
busy with events, potlucks, and meetups and more. If you know or meet other Americans, please do invite them to join us. The more the merrier. March saw me
at the FAWCO (Federation of American Women Clubs Overseas) conference in Bratislava, Slovakia. A beautiful city, and for most of the time, the weather was
lovely. Please do read more about FAWCO and the great opportunities for you and your family that they offer.

   

At our consulate we have a program called Steps. Americans can sign up for and receive notifications from the consulate about either consular service changes
or warnings/disaster in Scotland. Please do go to the US Consulate website and sign up. Here also the answer to a few of the commonly asked questions.
1.     Where can I find out about passport validity requirements for travelling to other countries?

The Department of State has a travel information page for every country listing any visa and passport validity requirements along with other useful/important

information about travel to that country: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages.html

2.     Can I get passport and report of birth services in Edinburgh? How do I book these?
All American Citizen services are available at the US Consulate General in Edinburgh – we do not process any kind of visa.

All services are by appointment only, you can find out information about our passport/report of birth services and booking an appointment in the UK (either in

Belfast, Edinburgh or London) on our website here: https://uk.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/u-s-passports/ 
3.     I have been trying to schedule an appointment on your website but there does not appear to be any availability, what can I do?

We realize that demand for appointments is currently very high; please note that appointments for consular services (CRBA, Passport, Notarial) are generally

opened up 4 weeks in advance of the appointment date. Please continue to check back for new appointments and their availability. If you have any upcoming

travel plans, you may also wish to consider availability at one of our other UK locations. Links to the appointment system for Belfast, Edinburgh, and London are

all available on the same webpage: U.S. passport services at the U.S. Embassy and U.S. Consulates in the UK (usembassy.gov)

Please note our office has a limited number of emergency appointments available for those with genuine emergency travel. If you are within 2
weeks of your confirmed travel date, please reach out to Edinburgh-info@state.gov and we will provide further guidance. While we always do
our best to assist with emergency situations, it may not always be possible for us to accommodate an emergency appointment.
4.     I am a dual national, can I travel back to the USA on my other nationality passport?

If you are a US Citizen you MUST use a valid US passport to travel back the USA, even if you are a citizen of another country. You are likely to be denied boarding on

the aircraft if you attempt to travel on another nationality passport. Please see passport services on our website to update your passport for

travel: https://uk.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/u-s-passports/

Our AGM is coming up in May, where we will elect new members to our board. Please do have a think about joining us in helping our organization grow. We’ve
already had a few new members come forward to join our board. Thank you all so very much. 

Please do keep an eye on the website for update and information. Challenge yourself to participate more, if you haven’t, and encourage others to participate. This
group is about you. You and I and everyone else who has chosen to join us as a family.

Finally, thank you all for being you and for all that you do to support us as a group family. I’m looking forward to seeing you all in the coming months, in one activity
or the other.

Best wishes,

Cynthia

 UPCOMING EVENTS

APRIL 2023 Coffee Morning Edinburgh
11 Apr 2023 10:00 | Edinburgh Printmakers, Castle Mills, 1 Dundee St EH3 9FP

April 2023 Birthday Bash
13 Apr 2023 | The Bowlers Rest

KAHOOT! April 27, 2023
27 Apr 2023 19:15 | Your Zoom Room

Chocolate Tour, Edinburgh
29 Apr 2023 12:30 | The Chocolatarium, 3-5 Cranston Street, Edinburgh EH8 8BE

Walking Tour of Edinburgh's Royal Mile
13 May 2023 11:00 | Meet at Edinburgh City Chambers on Royal Mile

AWCCS Annual General Meeting
16 May 2023 18:00 | US Consulate General Edinburgh

Hamilton
16 Mar 2024 14:30 | The Festival Theatre, 13 / 29 Nicolson Street Edinburgh, EH8 9FT

Dates to remember -
16th March 2024 - 15 of the 25 tickets we have available for the musical Hamilton have already been reserved

 AWCCS EVENTS EXPLORED
AWCCS President's Tea - March 18th, The Colessio, Stirling

Members shared a wonderful afternoon tea with our President at the Colessio boutique hotel in Stirling.

AWCCS Glasgow Catch Up - March 30th, The Butterfly and The Pig, Bath St, Glasgow

A few of our members had an impromptu meet up at the lovely Butterfly and Pig gastro pub.

 Our Advertiser: Skyco Online
One of our favourite advertisers, Skyco, has some terrific specials on at the moment.  Triscuits are back in stock along with Pace salsa and

stuffing to name a few.  Check out the offerings of sweets for Valentine's day and cake mixes are on sale with short dates, just in time for Easter. 

Visit the Clearance Corner for more specials.  Become a member for discounts.  https://www.skyco.uk.com/

AWCCS CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AWCCS Board Notes
Spring 2023 AWCCS  Call for Nominations

Dear Club Members:  You can help launch your American Women’s Club of Central Scotland into the future—and make friends for a lifetime.   Run for a position on
the AWCCS Board. The post involves commitment to attend monthly (about 10)  Board Meetings on ZOOM per year, and it’s a two year post. We keep the meetings
to an hour and a half.  

Here are the offices: In what position do you imagine yourself ?

And except for the role of president, the by-laws allow all offices to be shared by two people.  You can read about these positions in the Bylaws on our website
at www.awccs.org. 

Our AWCCS AGM will be held on Tuesday 16 May,2023 at the US Consulate from 6:00 PM-8:00 PM.  A light buffet will be served, Vicki Ting our Honorary President
manager at US Consulate General Edinburgh, will speak to us, and we’ll hold our election. The AGM is free. RSVP today!  Let President Cynthia or Events Co-
Convenor Nancy know if you wish to join the board. 

Office Currently in the post Nominee

Honorary President Vicki Ting, Consul  

President Cynthia Holden Cynthia

Vice President Let’s add in VP again! Your name

could go here!

Secretary Kathy McGlew Kathy

Treasurer Susanne Hathon, not standing again You?

Communications Kofi Browne Kofi  

Events Co Convenor Nancy Lynner Nancy

Events Co Convenor Sallie Redman Sallie

Charity Convenor Katie Graham, not standing again You?

Membership Convenor Lindsay Nygren Lindsay

Advertising Chair Ranecia Johnson You?

Glasgow Representative Mary Jo Bone-Caselton Mary Jo

Glasgow Representative Shannon Lei Shannon

FAWCO Representative Caroline Graves, not standing again Kofi Browne

Parliamentarian Dale Finlayson-Not elected, appointed Dale

Revised 2022 Bylaws

AWCCS recently revised its bylaws. The revised bylaws can be found here

privacy policy

Contact Us

 MEMBER NEWS

April 2023  May 2023
Patricia Ramaer Carole Dispenza-Henderson

Hannah Brace-Thompson Jessica Stubbs
Kitty Cairns
Natalia Uribe

 

 

Welcome New Members

Candace Silvera
Suzanne Luft
Quonya Huff
Ellie Fisher

Teresa Dokey
Sandra Deis
Josette Cruce
Kitty Cairns

 GLASGOW EVENTS

Kahoot! with Mary Jo

Thursday 27 April – start time 7:15pm for 15 mins of social time – Start playing at 7:30pm

Other Glasgow Events

Sunday 16 April – 4pm for 4:15pm start, eeek! Escape Room, The Ghost of Mary Queen of Scots, 24 Sandyford Place, G3 7NG

Followed by meal at El Jefe's, 1166-1170 Argyle Street at 6pm

We have 6 spaces available for the escape room, but we can look more rooms if this proves popular

 EDINBURGH BOOK GROUP

Contact: dka.finlayson@gmail.com

Friday, 28 April
10:30/45am (Note revised arrival time and this is the 4th Friday not the usual 3rd)

Home of Marily Macvicar

marilymacvicar@gmail.com

Lessons in Chemistry
by Bonnie Garmun

 
Friday, 19 May

10:15
Venue to be decided

The Bird Cage
by Eve Chase

 U.S. NEWS
Have you registered to vote?

Voting reminder:

Don’t depend on your state to keep you registered from the last calendar year – you need to request an absentee ballot every year
in order to vote in a special election for a federal office or in a primary election in your state during 2023. To request your ballot for
2023, go to www.votefromabroad.org and mark that you wish to receive your ballot by email.

Real ID

Starting May 7, 2025, every resident of a US state or territory will need to present a REAL ID-compliant license/ID, or another acceptable form of identification,
for accessing federal facilities, entering nuclear power plants, and boarding commercial aircraft. The card itself must be REAL ID compliant unless the resident is
using an acceptable alternative document such as a passport. The Act does not require individuals to present identification where it is not currently required to
access a federal facility (such as to enter the public areas of the Smithsonian) nor does it prohibit an agency from accepting other forms of identity documents (such
as a U.S. passport or passport card).

As always, US passports are real ID and can be used when traveling, but many members have a US driver’s license, so make sure that, when renewing, the new
license is a REAL ID.

For further information, go to https://www.dhs.gov/real-id/real-id-faqs

Expatriation – What You Should Know
For a comprehensive overview of expatriation, whom it impacts, and the planning opportunities available, London & Capital, a FAWCO sponsor, has a three-part
series on Expatriation. The term “expatriation” can be defined as a voluntary departure from the country in which an individual is a citizen – be it from birth or on a
naturalized basis. There is usually a physical departure involved in some way, but when we use the term “expatriation,” we are also referring to the more formal,
administrative side of renouncing one’s citizenship. Don’t miss this interesting series if you are considering expatriation.
1. Part 1 - US Expatriation Considerations and Planning Opportunities 
2. Part 2 - US Expatriation Process and Exit Tax 
3. Part 3 - US Expatriation Planning Opportunities

Thanks to Dale Finlayson for this update

News from American Citizens Abroad (ACA) 

Monthly podcasts on subjects of interest to US Expats:

You can listen and subscribe at www.americansabroad.org/podcasts.  

Thanks to Dale Finlayson for this updateThanks to Dale Finlayson for this update

 FAWCO NEWS

FAWCO SUPPORT VIA AMAZON and iGIVE
FAWCO can be supported via iGive and AmazonSmile (I believe US Amazon only - but worth looking for) a great way to support FAWCO during
holiday shopping.

Links to some useful information from the FAWCO website

2022 IRS Personal Income Tax - Key Information

The UK Will Soon Require Electronic Travel Approval (ETA)

Transmission of US Citizenship to Child Born Abroad

The above information was supplied by FAWCO Liaison Bulletin, Johanna Dishongh, FAWCO's US LiaisonThe above information was supplied by FAWCO Liaison Bulletin, Johanna Dishongh, FAWCO's US Liaison
 

Did you know that you can now set up an IRS account online?

Until the end of last year, Americans living outside the US were blocked from accessing and setting up an online account on the IRS website. Many people have successfully set up an online

account, although others have reported that they struggled to do so.

If you want to set up an online IRS account, here are some resources that you can use:

CNET It's tax season: Here's how to set up an online IRS account This article explains the steps and documents required to set up your online account. You don't need to set up an online

account, but it helps with having visibility of what the IRS has on file for you. It's especially useful for viewing when your economic stimulus payments and child tax credit payments have been

sent.

ID.me: What if I don't live in the United States? You shouldn't need a US address or a US phone number to sign up for an online account; you should be able to use your UK address and UK

phone number if that's all you have. If you have any problems setting up your account, read this article and hopefully it'll point you in the right direction to get your account set up.

Thanks to Dale Finlayson for this updateThanks to Dale Finlayson for this update

 MEMBER PUBLICATIONS

"Education for Global Citizenship" and "Global Festival of Ideas for Sustainable Development" by Tara Scott

"Protect from Phone Scammers" by Joyce Haslan

AWCCS Board 2022-2023

President
Cynthia Holden
Honorary President
U.S. Consul General, 
Secretary
Kathy McGlew
Treasurer
Susanne Hathon
Membership
Lindsay Nygren 
Communications Convenor
Kofi Browne
Charity Convenor
Katie Graham
Events Convenor
Nancy Lynner/Sallie Redman
FAWCO Representative
Caroline Graves
Glasgow Representatives
Mary Jo Bone Caselton/Shanon Lei
Parliamentarian
Dale Finlayson

To Contact any of the Board Membeers, please use our  page and just

put the Title of the person you wish to contact in the Subject area of the Email:  i.e.
"AWCCS President"

Contact Us

Special Interest Group Coordinators

Although we will not be meeting in person, some of these groups may be meeting
online.  Contact us if you would like to participate.

Edinburgh:  Dale Finlayson for Morning Book Group, Coffee Plus Edinburgh and
Voting Coordinator

Glasgow:  Books Beverages and Banter hosted by various individuals.

Fife:  Pat Peters for Fife Dinner Club

Join us as a Board Member or work on a Team

Interested in joining us as a board member?  We would love to hear from you.  We are
meeting online at the present, but still very active in the club.  We have the following
openings:

Communications Convenor is looking for members who would like to help as a team in
the following areas:  Newsletter writing on line, Advertising/PR and working on the
website.  Expertise is helpful, but training is available if  you want to learn a system. 
Please notify Joyce of your interest.

Contact Us

 Our Advertiser: The Nomads Tent

 Notes from the Website

Please Log in to awccs.org

Your AWCCS Newsletter has been sent to you in an eMail blast with links directing you to our Member's Only site.  You will have to have logged in to read the
details.  Let me know if you are having trouble logging in.  You can also use your Facebook and Google login to sign in.  websitemanager@awccs.org

EMAIL GOING TO SPAM?

If your communication from us is going to your Spam folder, all you need do is to place our email (the 'reply to' on the email you receive from us) into your Contacts
and it will recognize us as a "friend." 

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR PROFILE 

Did we miss announcing your birthday in our Newsletter?  We want to make sure to include you in our good wishes, but sometimes we just don't have the information we need.

If there is anything in the directory you don't want to be included, you can just go into your profile and remove permission.

To edit your profile

sign in with your login name and password
Go to your Profile page by clicking on your name on the top right corner
To change anything on your Profile, click on "Edit Profile"
Be sure to save when you have edited it.

 Our Advertiser: Olivia McLaren,Ltd.

https://www.awccs.org/members_only
https://www.awccs.org/resources/Documents/AWCCS%20-%202023AWCCSNewsletterAprilMay.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages.html
https://uk.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/u-s-passports/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.usembassy.gov%2Fu-s-citizen-services%2Fu-s-passports%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTingVS%40state.gov%7C338f0b9458d942e1f34a08db1025bdbd%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638121526496502088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FL8Cno406YzTQa1QOTlIfWvIWQQkcT0nG3DQDV0zheI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Edinburgh-info@state.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.usembassy.gov%2Fu-s-citizen-services%2Fu-s-passports%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTingVS%40state.gov%7C338f0b9458d942e1f34a08db1025bdbd%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638121526496502088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FL8Cno406YzTQa1QOTlIfWvIWQQkcT0nG3DQDV0zheI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.awccs.org/event-5196754
https://www.awccs.org/event-5203594
https://www.awccs.org/event-5219879
https://www.awccs.org/event-5205873
https://www.awccs.org/event-5235727
https://www.awccs.org/event-5227701
https://www.awccs.org/event-5198617
https://www.skyco.uk.com/
http://www.awccs.org/
https://www.awccs.org/bylaws
mailto:dka.finlayson@gmail.com
mailto:marilymacvicar@gmail.com
http://www.votefromabroad.org/
https://www.dhs.gov/real-id/real-id-faqs
https://fawco.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d007a066d34226c42d43f5443&id=d2168a08b0&e=18703e10db
https://fawco.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d007a066d34226c42d43f5443&id=bf0fe90101&e=18703e10db
https://fawco.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d007a066d34226c42d43f5443&id=199c3aa1ba&e=18703e10db
https://www.americansabroad.org/
http://www.americansabroad.org/podcasts
https://www.fawco.org/
https://www.fawco.org/us-issues/u-s-tax-banking/u-s-tax-banking-articles/4807-2022-irs-personal-income-tax-key-information
https://www.fawco.org/us-issues/u-s-citizenship/u-s-citizenship-articles/4822-the-uk-will-soon-require-electronic-travel-approval-eta
https://www.fawco.org/us-issues/u-s-citizenship/u-s-citizenship-articles/4701-transmission-of-us-citizenship-for-birth-abroad
https://www.cnet.com/personal-finance/taxes/its-tax-season-heres-how-to-set-up-an-online-irs-account/
https://help.id.me/hc/en-us/articles/4415907236375-What-if-I-don-t-live-in-the-United-States-
https://www.awccs.org/page-18067
https://www.awccs.org/sustainable_development
https://www.awccs.org/page-18068
mailto:websitemanager@awccs.org
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 Our Advertiser: Mail Boxes Etc.

 GOING HOME SOON?

FAUSA
Are you returning to the US any time soon? Whether you are being dragged back kicking and screaming or if you can hardly wait to return home, you will
probably find that as a “repat” you and your family members are different sorts of Americans from those who stayed behind.This can be a jolt, but there is help out
there for you. Membership in the FAWCO Alumnae, USA, better known as FAUSA keeps you in touch with others who understand the life changing experience of
living in other cultures.

Besides the pure psychological support of being a part of this network, there are other benefits, too. The Quarterly magazine carries articles of interest to “repats,”
and you may apply for the FAUSA Education Award for yourself or a child. In addition, FAUSA members may attend the FAWCO conferences overseas and the
FAUSA Annual Meeting, which is in a different part of the US every fall. Learn all about FAUSA, contact someone in your region, and download an application at
www.fausa.org. We would love to hear from you.
Jane Indreland President, FAUSA

LINKS TO OUR ADVERTISERS 

Link to Olivia McLarewn Ltd. Link to Mail Boxes Etc. Link to Nomad's Tent Link to Skyco Online

Thanks so much for all our contributors to the Newsletter:  Nancy Lynner, Lindsay Nygren, Dale Finlayson,  Mary Jo Bone-Caselton , Suzanne Hathon, 
Caroline Graves, Katie Graham and Alistair Graham.  If you wish to contribute to our next Newsletter, please send your article to Alistair Graham.  
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