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Welcome to our Newsletter for February/March 23.  You can view this on our Members Only site (login is required), as well as  a download here.

FAWCO UPDATE
The Biennial FAWCO Conference is coming up in March

We are submitting 2 grant applications: a $4,000 Educational Grant for one of our member’s daughter and a $4,000 Development Grant for
a project benefitting one of our former charities, Compass (MS Therapy Centre), helping them improve their pressurised oxygen therapy for
patients. Winners will be announced at the conference in March. We wish both applicants the very best of luck!!

You’ll soon see emails about a poll to select between the three shortlisted Target Project 5 proposals. FAWCO Target programs have the
overarching goal of improving the lives of women and girls AWCCS will cast our single vote for the poll winner. Target Project 5 will be
focused on the Environment. You can read up on the three proposals in your own time but please do voice your opinion via the poll. 

Any AWCCS member is welcome to register for and attend the FAWCO Biennial Conference in Bratislava at the end of March. This is a
great way to meet fellow FAWCO members from all over the world and get an idea of just how big FAWCO is and what it does. Cynthia,
Caroline, Amanda and I’m sure others will be attending. 

Whether you are coming to Bratislava or not, everyone can participate in the fun!! Sign up on One Cause to buy 2023 FAWCO Friendship
Quilt raffle tickets, conference charms, to become a benefactor, to bid on Silent Auction items, and more! These are all great ways to
support the FAWCO Foundation - the body that distributes Development and Education grants to our members. 

 GREETINGS FROM YOUR AWCCS PRESIDENT

Greetings family,

Springtime is upon us! First we must weather through the rest of winter and for Scotland that can seem endless. For those
suffering through Long Covid, the various colds, flus and viruses going around and a whole list of other ailments, I wish you
increased health. 2023 folks! It’s here, and it showed up like your mom when you’ve done something she told you not to do
and she is suddenly there. Still, it’s here and we shall make the best of it. The daylight is around much longer and soon we
will be able to put away the SAD lamps.  So much going on this spring, an exciting time for our members.

 We’ve seen a growth in membership that we haven’t seen since pre-Covid. No one should feel alone. There are many coffee
lovers, parents, pet owners, food lovers, knitters, investors, trippers, artist and more, around to keep you company, just look
for us, email us, call us. We’re here. We are a family of Ex-pats and you are part of our village.

There are so many more activities available and if you don’t see one you like, email Nancy and Sally and they will help you if
you have an idea for one, maybe others would like to do the activity too. We have our FAWCO (Federation of American
Women Clubs Overseas) 2023 Biennial Conference coming up, it will take place in Bratislava, Slovakia in March and it will be
hosted by American Women’s Club in Vienna. It’s an opportunity for you to get to know the FAWCO organization and the
many wonderful charities we support. Whether you know it or not, you automatically became a member when you joined
AWCCS. This entitles you to many opportunities like scholarships and cultural exchanges for your children. Opportunities to
go to conferences in various locations around the world, access to tax information and support and much more. It’s worth
looking into.

Our AGM is coming up where we will elect new members to our board. Please do have a think about joining us in helping our
organization grow. A letter will go out to each of you in the next 8 weeks and we encourage you to consider joining our team. 

Please do keep an eye on the website for update and information. Challenge yourself to participate more, if you haven’t and
encourage others to participate. This group is about you. You and I and everyone else who has chosen to join us as a family.

Finally, thank you all for being you and for all that you do to support us as a group family. I’m looking forward to seeing you
all in the coming months, in one activity or the other.

Best wishes,

Cynthia

 UPCOMING EVENTS

FEB 1 FAWCO Target Project 5 Candidates Open Meeting
1 Feb 2023 11:00
Your Zoom Room!

February 2023 Coffee Morning
8 Feb 2023 10:00
City Art Centre, Edinburgh EH1 1DE

Stitch N Bitch February
11 Feb 2023 11:00
The Bowlers Rest, 24 Mitchell Street, Leith, EH6 7BD

Glasgow Film Theatre
13 Feb 2023 20:00
Glasgow Film Theatre12 Rose St G3 6RB

February Birthday Bash and Valentine's Day
14 Feb 2023 18:00
Waldorf Astoria Caledonian Hilton Peacock Alley

KAHOOT February 2023
16 Feb 2023 19:15
Your Zoom Room

Love of Print exhibit tour
4 Mar 2023 11:00
Kelvingrove Art gallery & Museum

MARCH 2023 BIRTHDAY BASH
16 Mar 2023 18:00
Whigham's Wine Cellars, 13 Hope St EH2 4EL

Dates to remember -
President’s Afternoon Tea
WHEN: Saturday March 18, 2023

WHERE: TBC (Stirling)

We are looking at two possible locations in Stirling and will decide as soon as possible between the Stirling Highland Hotel and

The Colessio Both are reasonably priced at £15.00 as per January. 

The Announcement will launch on our www.awccs.org as soon as LOCATION and TIME are confirmed with the venue.

American Women’s Club of Central Scotland brings you a new event:

STITCH n BITCH

Bring along your knitting or crafting work, or come and learn from others

WHEN: Saturday February 11, 2023

TIME: 11:00 AM-1:00 PM

WHERE: The Bowlers Rest, 24 Mitchell Street, Leith, EH6 7BD

This pub is recently purchased by our very own CECELEY CHAMBERS and her husband. They are bringing their own special
brand of hospitality to the pub, and AWCCS hopes to hold many future events at Ceceley’s and Stephen’s pub.  Because they
aren’t ready to serve food yet, Cynthia is bringing homemade fried chicken!

 AWCCS EVENTS EXPLORED

AWCCS "eARTH reclaim/reframe" art show - January 15th-21st, Upright Gallery 

 

The AWCCS completed a three-tiered series of events which culminated in the one-week art show of climate action art from
15th-21st January at Upright Gallery, 3 Barclay Terrace, Edinburgh.  Ian Farmer, owner of Upright Gallery, donated our use of
his space for the second time. ( January 2022 we also held an art show in his gallery which brought in charitable funds.) 

From the October Portobello Beach Litter Pick Up event to the November Crafting and Upcycling event at Susanne Hathon’s
home, from the early call to members to create or donate artwork they own to the actual showcase of professional and
amateur works at the opening on 15th January, it has been a focussed plan that has brought many members of the public
into the gallery and raised their awareness.  Additionally, we have raised £862.19 to be donated later this fiscal year both to
the FAWCO Target Environmental charity and to our local Scottish charity. 

Patricia Ramaer’s Arctic photograph “Peak, Peek, Pique” looked fabulous in the front window, and it sold on day five! Kristina
Royer’s textile piece “Hawser” sold as well. Both members are professional artists who donated all profits to this club charity
venture. Sallie Redman painted and donated 13 framed watercolor paintings; this gave a depth to our collection and a
substantial feel to the entire content of the exhibition. These works all sold. Dale and Niall Finlayson donated 20 works that
they had collected over the years, and many of these sold.

Our show curator, Amanda Drollinger, to whom Ian Farmer entrusted his gallery, found several non-member professional
artists who put a few of their pieces into our show. Of particular note were the glass pieces by local stained glass artist Kate
Henderson. Gallery visitors learned how Henderson’s translucent glass bowls were recycled from window glass panes using
bubblewrap molds – a difficult and time-consuming process.  This brought to life the “…reclaim/reframe” meaning in the title
of our art show. Another well-known Scottish artist, Helen Moore, loaned us two of her oil paintings which were in an
environmental conversation with each other. (You had to see them to understand what I mean!) As the week wore on, the
Janeanne Gilchrist photograph really grew on me – it was a pleasure to explain to viewers that her underwater photography
of rubbish could be made into a work of beauty and meaning.

Susanne Hathon’s Desk Sets brought lots of interest and started conversations about how everyday plastic tubs and
containers can be turned into a chic set through decoupage. Visitors commented that they might try doing that with their
own plastic containers at home.

Good work, everyone.  Let us collectively enjoy the fact that we have accomplished this show.  

Cookie Exchange - Friday 3rd December

Lots of holiday fun when the AWCCS held a cookie exchange, hosted by Kathy McGlew and her lovely grandaughters.

 Our Advertiser: Skyco Online
One of our favourite advertisers, Skyco, has some terrific specials on at the moment. 

Triscuits are back in stock along with Pace salsa and stuffing to name a few.  Check out the

offerings of sweets for Valentine's day and cake mixes are on sale with short dates, just in

time for Easter.  Visit the Clearance Corner for more specials.  Become a member for

discounts.  https://www.skyco.uk.com/

AWCCS CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AWCCS Board Notes
Next AWCCS Board Meeting - 8th February, 2022

Communication News

2023 Charity

The board will be discussing picking a new local charity to suppot.

Revised 2022 Bylaws

AWCCS recently revised its bylaws. The revised bylaws can be found here

privacy policy

Contact Us

 MEMBER NEWS

 February 2023  March 2023
Carol Castleberry Lina Goldberg

Peggy Shuster Alexandra Harrington
Mila Woody-Daraz  

 

Welcome New Members

Lynn Aylward
Sheryl Lavi

Kedzie Penfield

 GLASGOW EVENTS

Kahoot! with Mary Jo

Thursday 16 Feb – start time 7:15pm for 15 mins of social time – Start playing at 7:30pm

Thursday 23 March – start time 7:15pm for 15 mins social time – start playing at 7:30pm

Other Glasgow Events

Monday 13 February – Glasgow Film Theatre for ‘The Whale’ – start time 20:00

Let have dinner before the show – meet at 6pm – restaurant to be confirmed.   

Tues 21 March – SAVE THE DATE – plans in the works  !!

 EDINBURGH BOOK GROUP

Contact: dka.finlayson@gmail.com

Friday, 17 February
10:30/45am (Note revised arrival time)

Home of Marily Macvicar

marilymacvicar@gmail.com

The Fair Botanists
by Sara Sheridan

 
Friday, 17 March

10:15
Venue to be decided

The Keeper of Stories
by Sally Page

 Driving and Teaching in the U.K.

Driving in the UK, how to get the licence!

If you are here longer than a year you will need to get a UK licence. The process can be daunting, but with the right steps in
place, you will pass and feel comfortable on these challenging, slim, windy, fast-paced roads.  You are required to take the
written (theory) test and the driving test after, the appointments are not back-to-back. 

Recommendation: STUDY! The theory test and driving in general in the UK is different than in the states. The national speed
limit is 60 MPH, the motorway limit is 70 MPH, and the speed limit changes frequently! The theory test is more in-depth with
simulations to watch for hazards, the driving test includes roundabouts, speed limits and signs, mirror check-indicate-change
lanes/exit and following sat-navigation. 

How I got there: 

Apply for Provisional license: https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-your-full-driving-licence

Study and get an app. This one was really good, I studied 6 hours and passed. Do many practice tests and read the individual
sections, especially the street sign one, and take the test! 

Once you pass, you can sign up for the driving test, which is many months out right now. Time to take some lessons. Oh
yes, even the most seasoned driver benefits from an experienced driving instructor to learn how to pass the test and help
build confidence for UK driving. I called 7 different local companies, and one called back:  Jon. He is self-employed and
provides lessons for all levels of drivers from beginning to advanced. Lessons: available Monday-Thursday, two hours long,
price determined by him, but expect about £80 per two-hour lesson. You will find Jon on Facebook and he will take new
customers if you meet him in the Portobello/Musselburgh area. FYI: It is common to drive the instructor’s car for the
driving test, which is a final 2 hour lesson. 

·      He was considerably cheaper than other local companies.

·      Provided a variety of different times available to take lessons.

·      He helped me gain access to an App. that provided cancellation notices for earlier test dates that come up.

·      He told me when I was ready to pass, and I did. I did not take more lessons than needed to pass.

            After driving 30 years, it was refreshing to take lessons again to improve my driving skills. With Jon, you will use a
manual (stick shift) which you want as you can drive any car in the UK with that skill set. Rusty on that skill? He will teach you
how!

 

Start to finish: October applied for the Provisional license, November took the theory test and passed, January 9th, 2023, I
PASSED! First attempt, 5 minor errors (you can have up to 15). 

Questions: sofia98249@gmail.com

Sofie Saltwick-Zucca

Happy to help!!!

Teaching in the UK

            We knew we wanted to move to the UK about 2 years before we arrived. I researched how to become a teacher in
the UK, so I would know if any other classes were required before I moved. The process is LONG! From start to finish it was
over 4 months. Do not expect to just apply and get a job, they all follow this process, do thorough background checks, and
interviews. 

            First: start here:

That link provides plenty of resources and walks you through the process.

Then comes the fun part: 

·      You will need to get a recommendation from a principal, it is a four-page short essay type of process. I filled it in myself
and went over it with my principal, then he signed it. 

·      You need current recommendations, that are okay to contact.

·      Transcripts, you need them all and your current license for teaching in the USA.

·      Fingerprints and background checks.

When you are done, you will be awarded with a letter on what you can teach and be Provisional when you start. That means
the bottom of the pay scale. You will be asked to join PVG, say YES as they will want it when you apply to any job here. Then
you get to apply.

I applied for Supply/substitute teaching in August, it was approved in Mid-November.

Supply teaching facts: 

You will get emails when jobs pop up, respond immediately to get the job, and only take the jobs close to home. 

If you have a school contact, they will call you directly after you have been in a few times. 

***You get paid the same as you would if you were teaching full time in a contract, so two days a week is the same as a
contract job two days a week, different than in Washington! Your pay is pro-rated for your salary, and you get reviewed after
the first year. Supply/Substitute teachers make the same as a contracted teacher with benefits too!

Pro-tip: Read the job description and make sure you are a good fit before applying. 

You can search for public sector jobs here

Enjoy the journey and being back in-person in the classroom!!! 

Questions: sofia98249@gmail.com

Sofie Saltwick-Zucca

Happy to help!!!

 U.S. NEWS

Have you registered to vote?

Voting from Abroad:

Many states require overseas voters to re-register/re-request their absentee ballots each calendar year, so if there is a
special election for a federal office in your state during 2023, it’s important to re-register, even if you registered and voted in
2022.

To do so, go to www.votefromabroad.org to request your ballot for 2023. To avoid postal delays, be sure to mark that you
wish to receive your ballot by email!

Real ID

Starting May 7, 2025, every resident of a US state or territory will need to present a REAL ID-compliant license/ID, or another
acceptable form of identification, for accessing federal facilities, entering nuclear power plants, and boarding commercial
aircraft. The card itself must be REAL ID compliant unless the resident is using an acceptable alternative document such as a
passport. The Act does not require individuals to present identification where it is not currently required to access a federal
facility (such as to enter the public areas of the Smithsonian) nor does it prohibit an agency from accepting other forms of
identity documents (such as a U.S. passport or passport card).

As always, US passports are real ID and can be used when traveling, but many members have a US driver’s license, so make
sure that, when renewing, the new license is a REAL ID.

For further information, go to https://www.dhs.gov/real-id/real-id-faqs

Expatriation – What You Should Know
For a comprehensive overview of expatriation, whom it impacts, and the planning opportunities available, London & Capital,
a FAWCO sponsor, has a three-part series on Expatriation. The term “expatriation” can be defined as a voluntary departure
from the country in which an individual is a citizen – be it from birth or on a naturalized basis. There is usually a physical
departure involved in some way, but when we use the term “expatriation,” we are also referring to the more formal,
administrative side of renouncing one’s citizenship. Don’t miss this interesting series if you are considering expatriation.
1. Part 1 - US Expatriation Considerations and Planning Opportunities 
2. Part 2 - US Expatriation Process and Exit Tax 
3. Part 3 - US Expatriation Planning Opportunities

Thanks to Dale Finlayson for this update

News from American Citizens Abroad (ACA) 

Monthly podcasts on subjects of interest to US Expats:

Podcasts are published on the second Tuesday of each month. The January 2023 podcast was with Angela,an American living
in Rome and the Operations Manager of Roman Vacations, about what should be visited in Rome that you would never find
in a guidebook, some of her favorite spots in Rome, what it's like running a business in Italy, some of the common issues
American expats in Italy face, and more.

You can listen and subscribe at www.americansabroad.org/podcasts.  

The IRS, foreign banks, and FATCA – an ACA report

With US tax returns for 2022 having to be filed soon, with it comes the requirement to fill out the dreaded FATCA form, listing

all your foreign bank and investment accounts. In order to ensure that the TINs (social security numbers) of US citizens are

registered with their foreign financial institutions (FFIs), the IRS requires FFIs to report the TINs of US persons to their local

tax authority, which automatically reports the information to the IRS.

     The purpose of FATCA is to combat noncompliance by US taxpayers holding FFIs. If an FFI does not meet the reporting

requirement, it will be treated as “nonparticipating”, which would mean the imposition on the FFI of US withholding tax at the

highest rates on payments of interest, dividends, and other types of passive income coming out of the US. Foreign banks

want to avoid this outcome at all costs.

     TINs are what make FATCA work, permitting the IRS to identify noncompliant taxpayers, because the income appearing on

foreign bank accounts can be matched, or not, to income reported on individuals’ tax returns. However, for many years the

IRS has not received anywhere the number of TINs for reportable accounts that it should have received, and FFI reports

continue to be made that do not include a TIN. Despite prior notices, the problem of missing TINs has persisted, and US

taxpayers living abroad are increasingly being pushed away by foreign banks and having their accounts closed. Recently, the

IRS has issued Notice 2023-11 that basically says FATCA is going to be made to work, stating that the FFI will not be treated as

non-compliant if it obtains and reports the date of birth of the account holder and annually requests a TIN from each

account holder. In addition, it must annually search electronically all “searchable” data for any missing TINs and, for such

accounts, must report using special TIN codes issued by the IRS and explain in each case why the TIN is missing.

     This does not mean that “out of compliance” individuals will be given a pass. Rather, according to ACA, rules (including

penalties) might be rewritten to make it easier for taxpayers to “catch up” and to mitigate some of the consequences. But

there will be no amnesty. Nor will there be any change to the requirement to file an FBAR as well as FATCA.

     “Foreign jurisdictions” will also be involved. Within nine months after the end of the calendar year to which the

information relates, they must make “good faith efforts” to encourage US citizens resident in the jurisdiction to provide TINs

to FFIs when requested and take measures to enforce compliance by FFIs and to encourage FFIs not to discriminate against

US persons who supply TINs. The Treasury Department has also indicated a willingness to work on the effects on “accidental

Americans”.

     According to ACA, there are indications that FFIs will regard the Notice as a reasonable step forward. Taxpayers should

view it as a warning that the problem is not going away and that, if they are out of compliance, they need to do something

sooner rather than later.

     Better FATCA reporting will give the Treasury better data to use the underlying tax liability figures and the size of any “tax

gap”. Recent analysis by ACA/District Economics Group on the revenue effects of residence-based taxation (RBT) is another

step forward, laying out detailed information by the number of US citizens abroad (3,921,240 in 2022), the number of filers

(2,292,000 in 2022) and non-filers (1,629,000 in 2022). This data may make possible adoption in the FATCA regulations of a

same country exemption (SCE), i.e. for certain categories of US persons not to pay tax on income earned in the (non-US)

country of residence and, in the longer run, to raise interest in RBT.

     Providing a better understanding of the community of overseas taxpayers helps support what ACA and others have been

saying: there are serious compliance issues for overseas taxpayers and the time has come for Congress and the

Administration to make regulatory and legislative changes. The issues Treasury is facing with “fixing” FATCA demonstrated

that the need for hearings was in advance of implementation, when some of these problems could have been addressed.

Join the campaign calling on the House Ways & Means Committee to hold

hearings: https://www.americansabroad.org/new/write-to-your-representatives-in-congress/.

Free American Finance & Networking Event sponsored by American in Britain

Monday, 6 March, 12:30pm – 3:30pm

The Mountbatten Room, Royal Automobile Club, Pall Mall, London

If you plan to be in London on 6 March and would like to attend this free event, these are the topics that will be covered:

1) Key tax considerations for Americans in the UK, hosted by Roland Sabates of Expat Legal Services: tax changes arising
from pandemic-related legislation in the US and important tax rules Americans should understand when making day-to-day
decision regarding small businesses, retirement, and home ownership.
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2) The global investment landscape and wealth management issues facing Americans in the UK, hosted by Jonathan Gold of
London & Capital: including a macroeconomic update and covering the difficulties Americans in the UK face in managing
their investment portfolios and how to structure these effectively.

3) Smart, tax-effective giving for dual UK–US taxpayers, hosted by Joe Crome, CAF American Donor Fund: the best ways to
give to charities in the UK, US, and around the world, how to maximise tax relief, making use of the UK’s Gift Aid scheme, and
flexible solutions to plan your charitable giving over the longer term.

Spaces are limited and attendance must be registered. To register, email: helen@theamericanhour.com, putting RSVP in the
subject and giving the full name/s of those who would like to attend.

Complimentary tea, coffee, and pastries will be available.

Thanks to Dale Finlayson for this update

 FAWCO NEWS

DONATIONS FOR FAWCO FOUNDATION NIGHT AUCTIONS:

The FAWCO Foundation is the body that awards grants for our charities and for member/child of member education.  One of the ways we support the
foundation so that there are funds for these grants is via the Foundation Night Auction in March.  The FAWCO foundation is on the lookout for special
experiences and donations from members for the Live and Silent Auctions in March. 

If you'd like to donate something to the auction, please let Caroline Graves, the club's FAWCO rep know cgravesawccs@gmail.com

FAWCO SUPPORT VIA AMAZON and iGIVE

FAWCO can be supported via iGive and AmazonSmile (I believe US Amazon only - but worth looking for) a great way to support FAWCO during holiday
shopping.

FAWCO AGM

Keep an eye out for Early-bird registration for the FAWCO Annual Meeting in March.

2022 Personal Income Tax Filing Information
FAWCO Tax & Banking Articles

2022 IRS Personal Income Tax – Key Information

 If you are a US citizen required to file income taxes, here are some of the key dates you need to keep in mind in 2023:

April 18, 2023

file individual tax return (Form 1040) – for expats, this deadline is automatically extended until June 15, 2023;

file Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR) – definitely do so by October 16, the automatic extension deadline (this applies to
any US person whose aggregate value of foreign financial accounts exceeds $10,000 at any time during the calendar year).

Note: Expat children with foreign financial accounts are also required to file FBARs 

to avoid late payment penalties, make a payment of any US tax you owe. Alternatively, if you have sustained a substantial financial loss, file
Form 1127, Application for Extension of Time for Payment of Tax Due to Undue Hardship, to request a 6-month extension to pay taxes due (in
some cases, the extension may be granted for a longer period).

June 15, 2023

file Form 1040 or an extension of time to file until October 16, 2023 (extension filed with Form 4868).

October 16, 2023

file the extended tax return (Form 1040); or

apply for an additional two-month extension to file Form 1040 until December 15;

file the FBAR (the October 16 deadline is thanks to an automatic 6-month extension from the previous April; no further extension is
possible).

December 15, 2023

is the final deadline for expats to file 2022 US tax returns (if you have received notification that your request to extend your filing deadline
was approved).

 

2022 Minimum Income Filing Thresholds: 

Whether someone must file a federal income tax return depends on their worldwide gross income, filing status, employment status, age
and whether they are a dependent (on another US tax filer). The minimum thresholds are as follows:

$5 if married filing separately (MFS);

$12,950 if filing single ($14,700 for those 65 or older);

$19,400 if filing as a head of household (HOH) ($21,150 for those 65 or older);

$25,900 if married filing jointly (MFJ) ($27,300 if one spouse is 65 or older, $28,700 if both are over 65 years old);

$25,900 if qualifying widow(er) ($27,300 for those 65 or older);

$400 for net annual earnings of self-employed individuals.

 

Also, you may qualify as Head of Household if you are married to a non-resident alien. You are considered unmarried for head of
household purposes if your spouse was a non-resident at any time during the year and you do not choose to treat your non-resident as
a resident. However, your spouse is not a qualifying person for head of household purposes. You must have another qualifying person
and meet the other tests to be eligible to file as a head of household.

Foreign currencies need to be converted to US dollar amounts using the published IRS Yearly Average Currency Exchange Rates.

In addition, some individuals may be required to file a tax return or submit other information/returns even if they earn less than the
minimum income for their filing status. It is also important to note that because retirement benefits are not “earned income,” they are
not eligible for the Foreign Earned Income Exclusion and, although these payments are usually taxable only in the country of residence,
you are/may be required to file a US tax return to report such income.

 

Source:  IRS Pub 501
 03 January 2023

Transmission of US Citizenship to Child Born Abroad
FAWCO Citizenship Articles

One topic that consistently comes up in the expat community is acquiring US  citizenship for children born abroad to US citizen parents who have not

lived in US territory sufficient time for their children to have acquired US citizenship at birth, if the birth took place outside the US. 

The legal requirement for a child born outside the US to be a US citizen at birth is that at least one parent is a US citizen who can document a physical

presence in the US for at least five (5) years, two of which must be after the age of fourteen (14). The physical presence does not have to be consecutive, 

but a cumulative total of five years. If you believe that your son or daughter someday may have children born outside of the US, then start documenting

the time they spend in US territory as this can have important implications in the future. Passport stamps, flight records, church/school/camp records,

doctor/dentist appointments, etc. are examples of such records. Three of the five requisite years can be accumulated prior to  his/her fourteenth

birthday. 

If the adult US citizen does not have the residency requirement, but wants their child/ren to have US citizenship, then the US citizen grandparent can

convey citizenship to the child/ren. Section 322 of the Immigration and Naturalization Act (INA) allows for a child to acquire US citizenship through a

grandparent, if the parent cannot convey citizenship directly. The grandparent must be a US citizen who meets the physical presence requirement of at

least five (5) years, two (2) of which must be after the age of fourteen. The application, Form N-600K, must be submitted to USCIS, along with birth

certificates, proof of residency of the petitioning adult and the filing fee. The interview will take place in the US, with the exception of a US military

dependent, and the process MUST be completed prior to reaching his/her 18th birthday. Processing times may vary, so while it may only take a few

months, it is advisable to submit the application and supporting documents with at least a year prior to the child’s 18th birthday, or much earlier. Children

under the age of 14 will most likely not be required to take the Oath of Allegiance, however, the child will be required to appear for an interview.

The child can apply for a visitor visa once the interview in the US has been scheduled. A certificate of citizenship will be issued and the child will be eligible

to apply for a US passport.

The above information was supplied by FAWCO Liaison Bulletin, Johanna Dishongh, FAWCO's US Liaison
 

Did you know that you can now set up an IRS account online?

Until the end of last year, Americans living outside the US were blocked from accessing and setting up an online account on the IRS

website. Many people have successfully set up an online account, although others have reported that they struggled to do so.

If you want to set up an online IRS account, here are some resources that you can use:

CNET It's tax season: Here's how to set up an online IRS account This article explains the steps and documents required to set up
your online account. You don't need to set up an online account, but it helps with having visibility of what the IRS has on file for
you. It's especially useful for viewing when your economic stimulus payments and child tax credit payments have been sent.

ID.me: What if I don't live in the United States? You shouldn't need a US address or a US phone number to sign up for an online
account; you should be able to use your UK address and UK phone number if that's all you have. If you have any problems setting
up your account, read this article and hopefully it'll point you in the right direction to get your account set up.

On Thursday, February 10th at 6pm Democrats Abroad will hold a free Expats Virtual Financial Summit including a talk on “Why US

Taxes Aren't A Barrier To Voting in US Elections”. RSVP to attend this event and all of the sessions at the online summit by clicking

here.

Thanks to Dale Finlayson for this update

 MEMBER PUBLICATIONS

Our own Nancy Lynner was featured in Inspiring Women, the FAWCO digital magazine

She's on pages 90-91 here: 

https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/67113754/inspiring-women-magazine-september-2022 

AWCCS Board 2022-2023

President
Cynthia Holden
Honorary President
U.S. Consul General, 
Secretary
Kathy McGlew
Treasurer
Susanne Hathon
Membership
Lindsay Nygren 
Communications Convenor
Kofi Browne
Charity Convenor
Katie Graham
Events Convenor
Nancy Lynner/Sallie Redman
FAWCO Representative
Caroline Graves
Glasgow Representatives
Mary Jo Bone Caselton/Shanon Lei
Parliamentarian
Dale Finlayson

To Contact any of the Board Membeers, please use our 

page and just put the Title of the person you wish to contact in the

Subject area of the Email:  i.e. "AWCCS President"

Contact Us

Special Interest Group Coordinators

Although we will not be meeting in person, some of these groups may be
meeting online.  Contact us if you would like to participate.

Edinburgh:  Dale Finlayson for Morning Book Group, Coffee Plus
Edinburgh and Voting Coordinator

Glasgow:  Books Beverages and Banter hosted by various individuals.

Fife:  Pat Peters for Fife Dinner Club

Join us as a Board Member or work on a Team

Interested in joining us as a board member?  We would love to hear from
you.  We are meeting online at the present, but still very active in the
club.  We have the following openings:

Communications Convenor is looking for members who would like to help
as a team in the following areas:  Newsletter writing on line,
Advertising/PR and working on the website.  Expertise is helpful, but
training is available if  you want to learn a system.  Please notify Joyce of
your interest.

Contact Us

 Our Advertiser: The Nomads Tent

 Notes from the Website

Please Log in to awccs.org

Your AWCCS Newsletter has been sent to you in an eMail blast with links directing you to our Member's Only site.  You will have to have logged in to read
the details.  Let me know if you are having trouble logging in.  You can also use your Facebook and Google login to sign in.  websitemanager@awccs.org

Email going to Spam?

If your communication from us is going to your Spam folder, all you need do is to place our email (the 'reply to' on the email you receive from us) into
your Contacts and it will recognize us as a "friend." 

Please Update your Profile 

Did we miss announcing your birthday in our Newsletter?  We want to make sure to include you in our good wishes, but sometimes we just don't have
the information we need.

If there is anything in the directory you don't want to be included, you can just go into your profile and remove permission.

To edit your profile

sign in with your login name and password

Go to your Profile page by clicking on your name on the top right corner

To change anything on your Profile, click on "Edit Profile"

Be sure to save when you have edited it.

 Our Advertiser: Olivia McLaren,Ltd.

 Our Advertiser: Mail Boxes Etc.

 GOING HOME SOON?

FAUSA
Are you returning to the US any time soon? Whether you are being dragged back kicking and screaming or if you can hardly wait to return home, you
will probably find that as a “repat” you and your family members are different sorts of Americans from those who stayed behind.This can be a jolt, but
there is help out there for you. Membership in the FAWCO Alumnae, USA, better known as FAUSA keeps you in touch with others who understand the
life changing experience of living in other cultures.

Besides the pure psychological support of being a part of this network, there are other benefits, too. The Quarterly magazine carries articles of interest
to “repats,” and you may apply for the FAUSA Education Award for yourself or a child. In addition, FAUSA members may attend the FAWCO conferences
overseas and the FAUSA Annual Meeting, which is in a different part of the US every fall. Learn all about FAUSA, contact someone in your region, and
download an application at www.fausa.org. We would love to hear from you.
Jane Indreland President, FAUSA

LINKS TO OUR ADVERTISERS 

Link to Olivia McLarewn Ltd. Link to Mail Boxes Etc. Link to Nomad's Tent Link to Skyco Online

Thanks so much for all our contributors to the Newsletter:  Nancy Lynner, Lindsay Nygren, Dale Finlayson,  Mary Jo Bone-Caselton , Suzanne Hathon, 
Caroline Graves, Katie Graham and Joyce Halsan.  If you wish to contribute to our next Newsletter, please send your article to Joyce Halsan.  
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