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Welcome to our Newsletter for Summer 23.  You can view this on our Members Only site (login is required), as well as  a download here.

4th of July

Come and join fellow members for an American Independence Day celebration!

Where: Portobello Beach: 56 Kings Place by Portobello Beach Cafe.

Date: Saturday, July 1st

Time: 1:00 pm

rsvp: online

Bring your loved ones, a picnic and a blanket, bring games. We will be on the beach in front of the Portobello Beach Cafe, 56 Kings Place, Portobello. If we

get a smattering of rain, they have a beach side tent to sit in but you would be required to purchase something from them. 

In the case of inclement weather the event will be cancelled via email so do check your email before heading out. In order to inform you if the event will be

held/cancelled, please rsvp online so we know you're planning to come.  Fingers crossed it's a lovely day.

 GREETINGS FROM YOUR AWCCS PRESIDENT

Local Greetings Family

That’s what we are, a family of expats living uncommonly in Scotland. We are a beautiful, diverse group of people with a common goal, finding happiness living
abroad. This is still true.

How have you been? How is your family? Have you made time for you? Self-care is more important than we think. You’re more important than you think.

As the days get longer, we are putting more activities in place. If feels good to get out and socialise but it also feels good to stay home and relax. Sometimes it
really takes effort to get out that door, but we know you can do it! Our winter has been super busy with Potlucks and Coffee mornings and Chocolate houses,
Bratislava conference for FAWCO, President’s Tea’s, our AGM at the consulate and more and the summer is going to be even more. Hope you can join us.

Something different this summer. With Netflix taking us all back to the regency era, I decided to do my part. July, in Stirling, the biggest Regency event the UK
has ever seen is taking place. A weekend of Bridgerton, yes, we are going back to the 1800’s and living out our Bridgerton dreams. We are host Stirling
Bridgerton Ball at Stirling Castle July 7 thru 9th. There is a Soiree on Friday night. A promenade and Scavenger Hunt on Saturday afternoon and the Ball Saturday
night at Stirling Castle and a Tea on Sunday afternoon. All is totally immersive and interactive. People from around the world are flying in to be a part of the Ton.
Please do come along if you would enjoy this and it is in aid of charity. The website is www.stirlingbridgertonball.com and if you can’t go then please do donate
an auction item if you can. 

Also expect another Potluck event as well as several more Foodie outings, birthday celebrations, coffee mornings, book clubs, Fourth of July celebration at
Portobello beach, walking events and much more. We want to hear from you as well, get in touch and if you want to start a group or just meet up for drinks after
work, please do let us know. I’m hoping that we can expend our group to include Perth, St. Andrews, Fife, they are all a part of our region so please if you meet
someone from that area tell them about us.

I’m not only your president but also the FAWCO Region 1 (England, Ireland, Wales (We don’t have a group in Wales as of today) and Scotland) Coordinator. We
have put in place our national conference which will be held in Stirling this year at the Stirling Highland hotel please do plan to attend. Hope to see y’all there.

Special announcement: After many years, Susanne Floyd-Hathon is stepping down from our Board as treasurer. She is repatriating so not only are we losing our
board member, but we are also losing our valued friend. Thank you for all you have done for the club over the years and best of luck as you move on.

The AGM was successful, we voted 3 new members on our board, Quonya Huff as treasurer, Ellie Fisher as Charity Chair, Candace Silvera as our FAWCO rep. Vicki
Ting, Management & Consular Affairs for the US Consulate in Edinburgh is our honorary president, welcome ladies. 

Finally, thank you all for being you and for all that you do to support us as a group family. I’m looking forward to seeing you all in the coming months, in one
activity or the other.

Best wishes,

Cynthia (The Baroness)

 UPCOMING EVENTS

JUNE Coffee Morning, Edinburgh
27 Jun 2023 10:00 | National Museum of Scotland

American Independence Day Picnic - Portobello
1 Jul 2023 13:00 | Portobello Beach; 56 Kings Place by Portobello Beach Cafe

Region 1 Conference
7 Oct 2023 09:30 | Stirling Highland Hotel, Spittal St, Stirling FK8 1DU

Hamilton
16 Mar 2024 14:30 | The Festival Theatre, 13 / 29 Nicolson Street Edinburgh, EH8 9FT

Dates to remember -

16th March 2024 - 15 of the 25 tickets we have available for the musical Hamilton have already been reserved

27th June 2024 - This June the National Museum of Scotland will display the Declaration of Arbroath. This document was written as a letter (in 1320) from

the barons of Scotland to the Pope, asking him to recognize that Scotland should be independent from England and Edward II.  You may have heard this

famous quote:

“As long as a hundred of us remain alive, never will we on any conditions be subjected to the lordship of the English. It is in truth not for glory nor riches,

nor honours, that we are fighting but for freedom alone, which no honest man gives up but with life itself.”

Join us for Coffee Morning on Tuesday June 27, 10:00 am, at the National Museum of Scotland.  After coffee you can visit the Declaration of Arbroath.

Later this summer, another coffee morning will be announced.

 AWCCS EVENTS EXPLORED
Coffee Morning - May 18th, The Scottish Cafe, Scottish National Gallery, Edinburgh

Members gathered for a coffee morning and to say farewell to our treasurer Susanne Hathon as she returns to the US.

The Scottish Cafe is a great venue for a large coffee morning, not many places could take a table of 13, and the food was surprisingly tasty.

Cynthia provided Susanne with some lovely Hotel Chocolat as a going away present.

We also had the opportunity to chat with Edinburgh Consul Vicki Ting.

AWCCS AGM - May 16th, US Consulate General, Edinburgh

Thirty five  members enjoyed drinks and appetizers at the AWCCS AGM on May 16.  Several members attended on Zoom. President Cynthia Holden ran the

meeting and guest speakers from The Kilbrandon Fund shared stories of the top notch work of their charity. We presented them with a check of £1100.00

which we raised over the last two years. What a mission! We were all so delighted to support this charity.

USConsul member Vicki Ting closed the meeting with remarks about her life in the US State Department.

Our membership has grown over this year, and many new members attended.

 Our Advertiser: Skyco Online
One of our favourite advertisers, Skyco, has some terrific specials on at the moment.  Triscuits are back in stock along with Pace salsa and

stuffing to name a few.  Check out the offerings of sweets for Valentine's day and cake mixes are on sale with short dates, just in time for Easter. 

Visit the Clearance Corner for more specials.  Become a member for discounts.  https://www.skyco.uk.com/

AWCCS CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AWCCS Board Notes
AGM Nominees for 23-25 Board of Directors, May 16th, 2023

Elected Board Position Nominee

President Cynthia Holden

Secretary Kathy McGlew

Treasurer Quonya Huff

Events Convenor Nancy Lynner / Sallie Redman

Charity Convenor Ellie Fisher

Membership Convenor Lindsay Nygren

Communications Kofi Browne

Glasgow Representative Mary Jo Bone-Caselton / Shannon Lei

FAWCO Representative Candace Silvera

Appointed Position Nominee

Honorary President Vicki Ting, Consul

Parliamentarian Dale Finlayson

Advertising Chair (Communications)

Newsletter Team (Communications) Katie, Alistair and Galilee Graham Graham

Website Manager (Communications) Kofi Brown

AWCCS Preliminary Accounts

Charitable Donations

We donated £1,100 to the Kilbrandon Fund

Revised 2022 Bylaws

AWCCS recently revised its bylaws. The revised bylaws can be found here

privacy policy

Contact Us

 MEMBER NEWS

 

 June  July  August
 Karen Gregory  Teresa Dokey  Sallie Redman

 Leah McCahill  Cynthia Holden Ceceley Chambers 

 Lena Russell  Jane Miller Catherine Dunlop 

 Alana Victor  Kedzie Penfield  Kathy McGlew

 Kaitlin Yoder Kofi Browne  Brittany Oat 

 Sofia Zucca  Christine MacLachlan Yvonne Willcocks 

 Delma Dewar Katie McGlew  
Kaija Diagne   

Dale Finlayson   
 Karen Gregory   
 Dorothy Maas   
Patricia Peters   
Candace Silver   

 

 

Welcome New Members

Michelle Bush

Laura Donald

Robin Keillor

Katherine Planas

Kaitlin Yoder

 GLASGOW EVENTS

Kahoot! with Mary Jo

Thurs 29th June – Kahoot 7:15 to 9pm    RSVP via the AWCCS website 

Thurs 27th July – KAHOOT   7:15 to 9pm  RSVP via the AWCCS website

Thurs 24th Aug – KAHOOT   7:15 to 9pm

Other Glasgow Events

Wednesday 15th June Coffee Morning - TIME: 10AM

At EUSEBIS located on the corner of Park Road and Gibson street.  https://eusebideli.com/

Please RSVP to Shannon  (newyorkyankeesgirl@gmail.com)   or Mary Jo (Maryjo.bonecaselton@btinternet.com)

Birthday Bash Ala Glasgow – Wednesday 5 July – further details to follow and RSVP via the AWCCS website

Thurs 31 Aug – Coffee morning – save the date – further details to follow -  RSVP via the AWCCS website

 EDINBURGH BOOK GROUP

Contact: dka.finlayson@gmail.com

Friday, 16 June
10:15am

A Passage to India
by E.M. Forster

 
Home of Jenny Gibb

jenny@gibb.plus.com
01316676378

Friday, 21 July
10:30/45am (Note later start time)

Lucy by the Sea
by Elizabeth Strout

Home of Marily Macvicar
marilymacvicar@gmail.com

01316672362

 U.S. NEWS
Have you registered to vote?

Voting reminder:

Don’t depend on your state to keep you registered from the last calendar year – you need to request an absentee ballot every year
in order to vote in a special election for a federal office or in a primary election in your state during 2023. To request your ballot for 2023, go
to www.votefromabroad.org and mark that you wish to receive your ballot by email.

Real ID

Starting May 7, 2025, every resident of a US state or territory will need to present a REAL ID-compliant license/ID, or another acceptable form of identification,
for accessing federal facilities, entering nuclear power plants, and boarding commercial aircraft. The card itself must be REAL ID compliant unless the resident is
using an acceptable alternative document such as a passport. The Act does not require individuals to present identification where it is not currently required to
access a federal facility (such as to enter the public areas of the Smithsonian) nor does it prohibit an agency from accepting other forms of identity documents (such
as a U.S. passport or passport card).

As always, US passports are real ID and can be used when traveling, but many members have a US driver’s license, so make sure that, when renewing, the new
license is a REAL ID.

For further information, go to https://www.dhs.gov/real-id/real-id-faqs

Expatriation – What You Should Know
For a comprehensive overview of expatriation, whom it impacts, and the planning opportunities available, London & Capital, a FAWCO sponsor, has a three-part
series on Expatriation. The term “expatriation” can be defined as a voluntary departure from the country in which an individual is a citizen – be it from birth or on a
naturalized basis. There is usually a physical departure involved in some way, but when we use the term “expatriation,” we are also referring to the more formal,
administrative side of renouncing one’s citizenship. Don’t miss this interesting series if you are considering expatriation.
1. Part 1 - US Expatriation Considerations and Planning Opportunities 
2. Part 2 - US Expatriation Process and Exit Tax 
3. Part 3 - US Expatriation Planning Opportunities

Thanks to Dale Finlayson for this update

Legislation to Help Citizens Overseas Reintroduced in Congress

Congresswoman Dina Titus (NV-01), a senior member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee and Chair of the Americans Abroad Caucus, reintroduced the

Commission on Americans Living Abroad Act with Representatives Don Beyer (VA-08), Dwight Evans (PA-03), Joyce Beatty (OH-03), and Maria Elvira Salazar (FL-27).

The legislation would establish a bipartisan commission to examine the concerns of the roughly nine million U.S. citizens living and working abroad.

These citizens can face difficulties in accessing basic services involving immigration, taxation, voting, and the use of financial institutions, in addition to reaching

their member of Congress. The Executive Commission created by Rep. Titus’s legislation would comprise a ten-member bipartisan panel to analyze, report on, and

make appropriate recommendations to address the effects of activities, laws, and policies of the federal government on Americans citizens living abroad.

“Many of my constituents are among the millions of Americans abroad who’ve encountered financial, travel, and health-related burdens. The commission created

by this legislation would help the federal government analyze the challenges of being away from home and help resolve them. As Chair of the Americans Abroad

Caucus, and having taught abroad myself, I am familiar with these issues and will work with my colleagues to address them. All American citizens deserve

representation, regardless of where they live,” said Rep. Titus.

Similar legislation has been introduced in the past, and overseas institutions such as ACA (American Citizens Abroad) and FAWCO have been pressing the House

Ways and Means Committee to hold hearings on Americans Abroad. Contact your House representative to urge them to support this campaign – offices that hear

from constituents go to ACA to learn more and request meetings with their staff. For more information on ACA’s write-in campaign, see:

www.americansabroad.org/advocacy/campaigns/current-write-ins/

News from American Citizens Abroad (ACA) 

Monthly podcasts on subjects of interest to US Expats:

You can listen and subscribe at www.americansabroad.org/podcasts.  

Thanks to Dale Finlayson for this update

 FAWCO NEWS

FAWCO SUPPORT VIA AMAZON and iGIVE
FAWCO can be supported via iGive and AmazonSmile (I believe US Amazon only - but worth looking for) a great way to support FAWCO during holiday
shopping.

Links to some useful information from the FAWCO website

How to Recognize a PFIC

2022 IRS Personal Income Tax - Key Information

The UK Will Soon Require Electronic Travel Approval (ETA)

Transmission of US Citizenship to Child Born Abroad

What Overseas Voters Can Do in 2023

The above information was supplied by FAWCO Liaison Bulletin, Johanna Dishongh, FAWCO's US Liaison
 

Did you know that you can now set up an IRS account online?

Until the end of last year, Americans living outside the US were blocked from accessing and setting up an online account on the IRS website. Many people have successfully set up an online

account, although others have reported that they struggled to do so.

If you want to set up an online IRS account, here are some resources that you can use:

CNET It's tax season: Here's how to set up an online IRS account This article explains the steps and documents required to set up your online account. You don't need to set up an online

account, but it helps with having visibility of what the IRS has on file for you. It's especially useful for viewing when your economic stimulus payments and child tax credit payments have been

sent.

ID.me: What if I don't live in the United States? You shouldn't need a US address or a US phone number to sign up for an online account; you should be able to use your UK address and UK

phone number if that's all you have. If you have any problems setting up your account, read this article and hopefully it'll point you in the right direction to get your account set up.

Thanks to Dale Finlayson for this update

 MEMBER PUBLICATIONS

"Education for Global Citizenship" and "Global Festival of Ideas for Sustainable Development" by Tara Scott

"Protect from Phone Scammers" by Joyce Haslan

AWCCS Board 2022-2023

President
Cynthia Holden
Honorary President
U.S. Consul General, 
Secretary
Kathy McGlew
Treasurer
Susanne Hathon
Membership
Lindsay Nygren 
Communications Convenor
Kofi Browne
Charity Convenor
Katie Graham

Special Interest Group Coordinators

Although we will not be meeting in person, some of these groups may be meeting
online.  Contact us if you would like to participate.

Edinburgh:  Dale Finlayson for Morning Book Group, Coffee Plus Edinburgh and
Voting Coordinator

Glasgow:  Books Beverages and Banter hosted by various individuals.

Fife:  Pat Peters for Fife Dinner Club

Join us as a Board Member or work on a Team

Interested in joining us as a board member?  We would love to hear from you.  We are
meeting online at the present, but still very active in the club.  We have the following
openings:
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Katie Graham
Events Convenor
Nancy Lynner/Sallie Redman
FAWCO Representative
Caroline Graves
Glasgow Representatives
Mary Jo Bone Caselton/Shanon Lei
Parliamentarian
Dale Finlayson

To Contact any of the Board Membeers, please use our  page and just

put the Title of the person you wish to contact in the Subject area of the Email:  i.e.
"AWCCS President"

Contact Us

Communications Convenor is looking for members who would like to help as a team in
the following areas:  Newsletter writing on line, Advertising/PR and working on the
website.  Expertise is helpful, but training is available if  you want to learn a system. 
Please notify Joyce of your interest.

Contact Us

 Our Advertiser: The Nomads Tent

 Notes from the Website

Please Log in to awccs.org

Your AWCCS Newsletter has been sent to you in an eMail blast with links directing you to our Member's Only site.  You will have to have logged in to read the
details.  Let me know if you are having trouble logging in.  You can also use your Facebook and Google login to sign in.  websitemanager@awccs.org

EMAIL GOING TO SPAM?

If your communication from us is going to your Spam folder, all you need do is to place our email (the 'reply to' on the email you receive from us) into your Contacts
and it will recognize us as a "friend." 

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR PROFILE 

Did we miss announcing your birthday in our Newsletter?  We want to make sure to include you in our good wishes, but sometimes we just don't have the information we need.

If there is anything in the directory you don't want to be included, you can just go into your profile and remove permission.

To edit your profile

sign in with your login name and password
Go to your Profile page by clicking on your name on the top right corner
To change anything on your Profile, click on "Edit Profile"
Be sure to save when you have edited it.

 Our Advertiser: Olivia McLaren,Ltd.

 Our Advertiser: Mail Boxes Etc.

 GOING HOME SOON?

FAUSA
Are you returning to the US any time soon? Whether you are being dragged back kicking and screaming or if you can hardly wait to return home, you will
probably find that as a “repat” you and your family members are different sorts of Americans from those who stayed behind.This can be a jolt, but there is help out
there for you. Membership in the FAWCO Alumnae, USA, better known as FAUSA keeps you in touch with others who understand the life changing experience of
living in other cultures.

Besides the pure psychological support of being a part of this network, there are other benefits, too. The Quarterly magazine carries articles of interest to “repats,”
and you may apply for the FAUSA Education Award for yourself or a child. In addition, FAUSA members may attend the FAWCO conferences overseas and the
FAUSA Annual Meeting, which is in a different part of the US every fall. Learn all about FAUSA, contact someone in your region, and download an application at
www.fausa.org. We would love to hear from you.
Jane Indreland President, FAUSA

LINKS TO OUR ADVERTISERS 

Link to Olivia McLarewn Ltd. Link to Mail Boxes Etc. Link to Nomad's Tent Link to Skyco Online

Thanks so much for all our contributors to the Newsletter:  Nancy Lynner, Lindsay Nygren, Dale Finlayson,  Mary Jo Bone-Caselton , Suzanne Hathon, 
Caroline Graves, Katie Graham and Alistair Graham.  If you wish to contribute to our next Newsletter, please send your article to Alistair Graham.  
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