		  REGION 1 CONFERENCE and CULTURAL EXCHANGE –
From the President – Cynthia Holden

Region 1 FAWCO Conference is on Saturday, October 7th 2023, in Stirling. It is happening at the Stirling Highland Hotel. Our Theme is Everyone, Everywhere, All Together, created by our amazing Amanda Drollinger, the Target Program Chair and will feature our supported charity, Awesome Blossom.
My request to all Region 1 clubs is to do their best to bring in a minimum of 10 people to our conference.

We haven’t structured what the conference will look like, with some people arriving Friday night, some on Saturday, some leaving on Saturday night, and some on Sunday.
It will be a much smaller version of our main conference, featuring a main conference assembly, breakout sessions, lunch, teas, coffees, and perhaps dinner. The attendees are responsible for their own accommodations and meals except for the ones we include. When we meet on Thursday, we will discuss timing and what the conference consists of. 
I would like to have some volunteers to assist with the running of the conference, and remember; this is a FAWCO event more than an AWCCS event. It is not a requirement or necessary, but it would be helpful to have a few of our members available to help.

				CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM

I am so excited that we can host this wonderful and exciting event. Once again, I want to thank the amazing Amanda Drollinger for all her help.
The potential date for the exchange is June 29th 2024, to July 8th. Except for England, school should be out for most places. We are potentially going to take 20 young people.
There is a programme in the Highlands that includes housing and breakfast. The young people get to learn about the Scottish Highlands at a Dundreggan Centre, which is amazing with guided rewilding activities and much more.
They can also possibly do a beach clean with the Seabird Centre and spend time at the Highland Wildlife Park, which has successfully bred tigers.
Inverness is close, so they can take a Loch Ness cruise and visit Urquhart Castle, which will fill the historical part and possibly the battle of Culloden. 
At the end of the programme, we will give them a day in Edinburgh, and they will go home with a memorable experience.
This programme is very cost-effective for them as well.
This will cost our club nothing, and hopefully, we will have a few volunteers to chaperone the children.
I hope y’all are as excited as I am!






