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AGM

U.S. Consul General Kathryn Porter,

Management & Consular Affairs Officer Vicki Ting

and

The American Women’s Club of Central Scotland

cordially invite you to attend the

AWCCS 2025 Annual General Meeting

at the US Consulate General Edinburgh

3 Regent Terrace, EH7 5BW

Thursday May 8, 2025

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Light Refreshments from 6:00 – 6:30

Annual General Meeting begins 6:45

Zoom will be available for those who request a link

 

RSVP by April 28, event is limited to 40 persons

Greetings from your President

Hello AWCCS family,

Welcome April—bringing longer days, blooming blossoms, and a fresh new energy for us all. We’ve made it through another Scottish winter (well done, us!),
and as the sun begins to shine a little more often, I’m thrilled to welcome both new and returning members to our warm, vibrant community. This season
marks not just a change in the weather, but a beautiful step forward for our club.
Over the past four years, I’ve had the honour of serving as your president, and I’m so proud of the growth we’ve seen. Two key goals I had were to grow our
membership and diversify our community—and I’m so happy to say: mission accomplished! We’ve welcomed incredible women from all walks of life, and our
club is richer, stronger, and more fun because of it.
As I prepare to pass the baton, I’m excited to see what’s next. My hope is that our next president continues this momentum by making the club even more
inclusive—welcoming not just expat wives and mothers, but also students, professionals, LGBTQ+ members, people of colour, and anyone looking for
connection and community here in Central Scotland. Whether you’re in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Forth Valley, the Borders or beyond—you belong here.
Our regular events—Coffee Mornings, Birthday Bashes, Book Club, Movie Nights, and more—are thriving, and we’d love to see more of you at them. They’re
casual, friendly, and always a good time. And if you’re more of a quiet supporter, that’s okay too—just know you’re always welcome. We’re also exploring new
ideas and locations for club activities further afield, so if you have suggestions or would like to host something, please reach out. We’d love to hear your ideas.
Speaking of amazing members, a heartfelt recognition goes out to our Edinburgh Events Board member and Superwoman, Nancy Lynner. Nancy has worn
many hats in our club—including multiple terms as president—and continues to be a driving force behind so many of our fantastic gatherings. She is the
definition of grace, kindness, and reliability, always lending her support everywhere and lifting others up with her generous spirit. If we had an AWCCS
Member of the Year award, it would absolutely go to Nancy. Thank you, Nancy, for everything you do—you are cherished.
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held at the U.S. Consulate in Edinburgh—please do come along! It’s a great chance to get caught up, hear
about future plans, and share your thoughts. Don’t forget to RSVP—we’d love to see you there.
Though I’ll be stepping down as president, I’m not going far! I will continue to serve as your FAWCO Regional Coordinator, so don’t hesitate to get in touch
with any ideas, questions, or just to say hello.
Lastly, thank you all for making my time as president so special. You’ve made this role a joy, and I’ll carry these memories with me always. Here’s to an
exciting, inclusive, and joy-filled spring ahead!
With love and gratitude,
Cynthia Holden
President, American Women’s Club of Central Scotland
FAWCO Regional Coordinator

Upcoming Events

April

April Birthday Bash Edinburgh
at Bowlers Rest

10 April 2025 @ 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM VIEW

April Coffee Morning, Edinburgh
at Dovecot Studios

16 April 2025 @ 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM VIEW

 
GLASGOW AWCCS April Coffee and Cake Catch Up

19 April 2025 @ 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
VIEW

May

Your AWCCS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
at US Consulate General Edinburgh

8 May 2025 @ 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
VIEW

AWCCS Private Tour of the Glasgow Women’s Library
at Glasgow Women’s Library

17 May 2025 @ 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM
VIEW

Save The Date
Dear Members:  See our lengthy list of further upcoming activities available for all our AWCCS members – this is for all our pan Central
Scotland, you can go to any activity irrespective of where you live.
 
Edinburgh Based        Glasgow Based           Virtual Activities
 
April:

Thursday 3rd, 19:15-21:00 – Kahoot

Thursday 10th – Birthday Bash confirmed at Bowlers Rest, 24 Mitchell St, Leith

Wednesday 16th, 10:00-12:00 Coffee Morning, Dovecot Studios Art exhibit The Scottish Colourists: Radical Perspective

Saturday 19th – Coffee/tea with cookies, cake and brownies at Mary Jo’s home

Thursday 24th, 19:15-21:00 – Kahoot

Sunday 27th – Glasgow Kiltwalk 

May:

Saturday 3rd –  Cinco De Mayo

Thursday 8th 18:00-20:00 – AGM at US consulate 

Wednesday 14th Coffee 10:00–12:00 – Location TBD

Saturday 17th, 14:00-15:30 – Glasgow Women’s Library Tour 

Wednesday 21st, 13:00 – Govan Parish Church private tour

Thursday 22nd, 18:00-20:00 – Birthday Bash, Location TBD          

Saturday 24th – Walking Group – to be arranged 

Thursday 29th, 19:15-21:00– Kahoot

June:
Saturday 7th – Glasgow Book Club, Mitchell LibrarySaturday 7th – Glasgow Book Club, Mitchell Library

AWCCS Groups
Walking Group:

Come join us for some gentle walking around various location in and around Glasgow, Edinburgh and in between. Nothing more satisfying
than exploring our location area. In January we enjoyed a gentle walk into the Kilpatrick hills giving us a wonderful view over the River Clyde.

Next walk will be May – watch for details. All are invited. Walking shoes encouraged.

Kahoot:

Come join us for an evening of KAHOOT. For those who have not enjoyed a round of Kahoot – whether it is questions about history,
geography, current events, food or music there is always a laugh. We always learn something new. Join us an evening of fun and challenge
yourself to learn something new from the comforts of your own home. Next Kahoot will be Thursday 3 April. Sign up under events section on
the website.

Glasgow KiltWalk Sunday 27 April:

To support the AWCCS charity – The Food Train several of us will be walking this April. American Women’s Club of Central Scotland is
fundraising for Food Train

Glasgow Book Group:

A new event for AWCCS. 7 of us met in March at the Mitchell Library (6 in person and 1 via zoom) for a fun discussion. We hope to meet
quarterly – next meeting will be in June. Watch the newsletter and your email for details. All members welcome.

Board Meetings:

Our AWCCS Board meet once a month (not during the summer months) to discuss all aspects of our club which includes reviewing our
treasury, FAWCO updates, Charity updates, membership updates, events announcements for both Edinburgh and Glasgow plus more.  ALL
members welcome to attend our board meetings. If you wish to join please advise any of our board members.

Recent Events

Birthday Bash

Thursday March 27 the AWCCS met once more in the renovated Caledonian Hilton restaurant newly renamed “The Court”.  We had a
bumper turn out of 14 people, and most of them are in the photo.  We found the new layout was roomy, although that made it a bit harder to
converse with those not directly beside you.  The menu has more options and higher prices but the Caledonian Hilton’s hospitality was still
at it’s previous high level.

February 17th event saluting President Abraham Lincoln

For the last four years the US Consulate has celebrated President’s Day with a wreath-Laying ceremony at the statue of Abraham Lincoln in
Calton Hill Cemetery. The US Consul Kathryn Porter, the Provost of the City of Edinburgh, a city council woman and the Scottish Government
Convenor of Culture were the four who spoke and laid a wreath in the brief but moving cemetery.

Depicting a standing figure of Abraham Lincoln, with a freed slave giving thanks at his feet, it is a focal point of the burial ground, located
just in front of Hume’s tomb. It is the only monument to the American Civil War outside the United States and was the first statue to a US
president outside the US border.

This is a public event and anyone could attend.

Glasgow Coffee Morning

Glasgow AWCCS had a fantastic March coffee morning at Eusibi Deli.

Edinburgh Coffee Morning

Edinburgh AWCCS March coffee morning was held in the newly opened Cafe Barbera in the Omni Centre. It was very reasonably priced,
although people felt they have had better cakes!

AGM Announcements
AGM Board Election, 8 May 2025
 
AWCCS Board members are elected in odd-numbered years and remain in position for two years. Although members may stand for a further term, every
position is considered “open” for any member to put herself forward, before or at the AGM. Those who are standing for election on 8 May are: 
 

President:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Communications:

Events Convenor:

Charity Convenor:

Membership:

Glasgow Representative:

FAWCO:

Victoria Holloway, seconded by Nancy Lynner

Kathy McGlew (willing to continue)

Quonya Huff (willing to continue)

Shannon Lei (willing to continue)

Nancy Lynner (willing to continue)

April Game, seconded by Cynthia

Paula Diaz, seconded by Mary Jo

Suzanne Milshaw, seconded by Shannon

Lindsay Nygren (formerly Membership Convenor), seconded by DF

Bylaw Revision
In order to ensure that the final annual accounts can be presented at the Annual General Meeting, which is usually held in early May,
the following Bylaw amendment is proposed, to be voted on at the AGM:
 
Article III. Fiscal year

Current Bylaw:  The fiscal year shall run from July 1 through June
30.

Proposed revision:  The fiscal year shall run from May 1 through
April 30.

AWCCS AGM May 2025 AGENDA

6:00     Event starts, Celebrating our 51st Anniversary Happy Hour drinks, light buffet

6:45     AWCCS AGM Business meeting begins – Available on Zoom

6:45 Business Meeting Begins – Cynthia Welcomes, explains election will be after the Board Reports, and that members can volunteer to step up to any position,
although we do have a volunteer in each post.

Board Reports on past year

Secretary – Minutes of the 2024 AGM to be approved & seconded

Treasurer – Report on interim accounts

Communications

Membership

Charity

Events Convenor

Glasgow Rep

FAWCO

Parliamentarian –

 Explains the Bylaws amendment regarding Fiscal Year change

 Ballot is presented and any new nominations taken.

Election of slate of Officers to Board positions for 2025-2027.

7:25 PM Cynthia introduces Speakers, each speaks 10 minutes

 April Game, new member from Fife, with a proposal for growth of AWCCS in St Andrews

7:35     Cynthia -Introduction of Kathryn Porter, US Consul General and Honorary President

Kathryn speaks, 10 minutes

7:45 Cynthia introduces Vicki Ting

7:55 Cynthia thanks Vicki

7:55 Closing Remarks, presentations and to US Consul staff

8:00 End of event.

Anyone wanting to attend by ZOOM, or willing to help with clean up contact nlynner@gmail.com

Club Announcements
AWCCS is 51 Years old  

The American Women’s Club of Central Scotland is 51 years old! In 2024 we were so involved with our social and philanthropic activities that

we did not stop to notice this milestone. (Note to self—remember to celebrate 100th club anniversary in 2074…)

At our Annual General Meeting (AGM) on May 8 we’ll celebrate by adding bubbly beverages and cake to our buffet of refreshments.  Happy

51st Anniversary. Sign up for the AGM by April 27.

AWCCS Independence Day event 2025

Traditionally our club has celebrated July 4th on a Saturday or Sunday near the date, and we have made it self sufficient by meeting on
Portobello Beach, in the sandy beach area that the lies west of the Boardwalk and each family brings their own everything. We bring some
appetizer or dessert to share.  It works well. Some years in the past the club has had a potluck at a member’s home.

However, AWCCS doesn’t need to stick to one template of an event.  Would you like to plan and manage a different sort of July 4th event?
(This year we tentatively have it set for Saturday July 5, 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM)

Let me know. The board is glad to consider new plans and new volunteers.

Nancy Lynner nlynner@gmail.com

Charity  
 
On Sunday, 27 April, the club will participate in the Glasgow Kiltwalk to help support the Food Train, our chosen charity. Ellie Fisher and Mary
Jo Bone Castleton will take part in the Big Stroll, a 14.3 mile walk. Amanda Drollinger and her family, and Ellie Fisher’s family will be doing the
Wee Wander, a 3.1 mile walk. If you wish to sponsor our team, here is the link to our JustGiving page
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elliefisher-67ba38f6598ecceef6209a80?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support in helping our community. 

Member News

April

Victoria Edwards
Hannah Brace-Thompson

Kristina Royer (Bilonick)
Susannah Stout

May

Karen MacCormick
Virginia Blackenhorn

Gina Helfrich
Oksana Olkhovyk
Jessica Stubbs

Carole Dispenza-Henderson
Amanda Drollinger

Welcome New Members

Penny Ciancanelli
Victoria Edwards

Sarah Gale

FAWCO

The latest issue of Inspiring Women had an article about club member Tracey Rosenberg as well as congratulating AWCCS on its 50th
anniversary.

Have a look back at a few of our favorite Profiles and Features from 2024! Printed copies were distributed to attendees at this week’s 2025
FAWCO Biennial Conference in Annapolis, Maryland and now it’s available to read online.

Please share the link with your friends and family. Thank you for being a subscriber to Inspiring Women magazine!

Edinburgh Book Group
Contact: dka.finlayson@gmail.com

Friday, 25 April

Miss Blaine’s Prefect

and the Gondola of Doom

by Olga Wojtas,

who will join our discussion

Home of Nancy Lynner

Start time: 10:30

Friday, 16 May

The Enchanted April

by Elizabeth von Arnim

Home of Dale Finlayson

Start time: 10:30

Friday, 20 June

Book & location TBD

Start time: 10:30
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