AMERICAN WOMEN’S CLUB OF CENTRAL SCOTLAND
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
held on Thursday, 9 May 2024
at the home of Kathy McGlew

Present:  27 people attended
Minutes:  It was proposed by Nancy and seconded by Cynthia that the minutes of the 2023 AGM be accepted as read.  All present agreed.

Guests:  Cynthia, our AWCCS President, gave welcoming remarks and introduced Chris and Alison from ‘Food Train Glasgow’, the Charity AWCCS currently supports.  Chris and Alison talked about how Food Train helps older people by providing practical support to eat well and live well at home, including providing a grocery delivery service. 

Reports:
1. President:  Cynthia remarked that one of her goals as President was to increase the membership to over 100.  We are very close already.
2. Treasurer:  Quonya reported the new web site she helped set up is working well.  There were 262 transactions this year.  
3. Membership:  Quonya suggested having people pay for membership with a debit card and offer automatic renewal.  Lindsay talked about the need to make new members welcome, reach out to them, perhaps a reduced price or free welcoming event.
4. Charity:  Ellie reported the fundraising event for Food Train coming up is the Kilt Walk in Edinburgh in September and in Glasgow next April. Participants get their own sponsorship.  There are three distances the longest being 22 miles.  Food Train has t-shirts for walkers to wear.
5. Communications:  Kofi thanked Quonya and Alister for their work helping with the new web site.  Kofi will write a Google review which might help people to find us.  Kofi designed a survey asking people what they wanted from the club; 40 people responded.  Two issues which came up were more activities for children and bringing spouses to events.
6. Glasgow events:  Mary Jo reported there are loads of Glasgow events now.  They are arranging a half price ‘Meet and Greet’ for afternoon tea at Butterfly and Pig for new members.
7. FAWCO:  Candace has won an award from FAWCO.  Amanda is FAWCO Target Chair, fundraising for Awesome Blossom, a program training people in Kenya in hydroponic vertical gardening.  The FAWCO Youth Cultural Program is taking place in Edinburgh this year in June/July.  The participants will stay partly in Edinburgh and partly at the Dundreggan Rewilding Centre in the Highlands.
8. Parliamentarian:  Dale asked for volunteers to work on updating the old resource book for members, which is badly out of date.
9. Vicki Ting, AWCCS Honorary President and  Management & Consular Affairs Officer, spoke about STEP (Smart Traveler Enrolment Program). This is a free service giving safety conditions at your travel destination and making it easier for people to make contact with you in an emergency. 

