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Halloween

American Women’s Club of Central Scotland

Asks families to SAVE THE DATE

WHEN: Saturday 25 October 2025

WHAT: HALLOWEEN

WHERE: Museum of Scottish Fire Heritage, 1a Dryden Terrace EH74NB

Details TBC

Greetings from your President

Greetings to all members Old and New. Our President is on compassionate leave while tending to serious family illness back in the US.  When she is able to
return then she looks forward to handling the duties of AWCCS President. Victoria Edwards is looking forward to leading our club for the next term, and we
wish her family all the best.

Upcoming Events

September

September 2- Coffee Morning Edinburgh- Dovecot Studios
at Dovecot Studios

2 September 2025 @ 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM VIEW

Glasgow Quarterly Book Group – Autumn Edition
at The Last Bookstore

6 September 2025 @ 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM

VIEW

September Birthday Bash Edinburgh
at Juniper Bar, in Hotel Indigo

11 September 2025 @ 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM VIEW

Save The Date
Dear Members:  See our lengthy list of further upcoming activities available for all our AWCCS members – this is for all our pan Central
Scotland, you can go to any activity irrespective of where you live.
 
Edinburgh Based        Glasgow Based           Virtual Activities

SEPTEMBER 2025

Saturday September 6 – Glasgow Book Club (Autumn Edition), The Last Bookstore, Glasgow 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM

Thursday  September 11-  Birthday Bash, Juniper Bar, Edinburgh 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Saturday, September 20 – Glasgow Coffee Morning, Eusebi Deli, Glasgow 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Tuesday September 30– Coffee Morning TBA—exciting location with a TOP View—stay tuned

OCTOBER 2025   

Thursday October 9 – Kahoot 7:15 PM – 9:00 PM

Thursday October 16 – Birthday Bash, Tentatively at Caledonian Hilton 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

TBD – Glasgow Coffee Morning, Eusebi Deli, Glasgow 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Tuesday October 21 – “To Kill a Mockingbird”, Festival Theatre, 7:30 Curtain. (2 hours 50 Minutes) Buy your own ticket and email Nancy to connect in the café
beforehand

Friday October 24 or Saturday October 25– Breast Cancer Fundraiser, Grosvenor Cafe, 24 Ashton Ln, Glasgow G12 8SJ time TBD

Tentatively Saturday October 25 -Halloween for Children –Scottish Museum of Fire Heritage Time TBA (afternoon)

Thursday October 30 – Kahoot 7:15 PM – 9:00 PM

NOVEMBER 2025

Sunday, November 23 – Glasgow Thanksgiving – Time and Location TBD

Sunday November 30 – Thanksgiving at Braid Hills Hotel, Edinburgh, 2:00 – 5:00 PM

 DECEMBER 2025

Tentatively Friday December 5-Cookie Exchange  Time TBA

Recent Events

An Edinburgher visits Glasgow = By Dale Finlayson

Three times in recent months, the Glasgow events group has arranged visits in Glasgow that tempted even the most hidebound Edinburgher to cross over to the
other side of the country.

The first was to Govan Old Parish Church, which Mary Jo Bone-Castleton had arranged a visit to many years ago. Since then it has been redesigned and given
new exhibits and explanatory storyboards. Although the present church dates from the late 1880s, a church on this site beside the River Clyde has existed for at
least 1500 years, although its importance has been eclipsed by Iona and St Andrews. No longer a parish church, it is now owned by the Govan Heritage Trust and

is the home of the Govan Stones dating from the 9th to 11th centuries and to the ancient Kingdom of Strathclyde: hogback Viking-age carved stones, intricately
carved upright crosses, and the Govan sarcophagus, all burial monuments found in the historic graveyard where archaeological treasures are still being
unearthed. It is also the home of the Russian Orthodox Community of St Kentigern. A must for a visit! It will be open for an Archaeological Open Day on Saturday,
20 September, with a guided tour of the churchyard excavations at 12 noon, but visits & tours can be arranged at other times.

The Glasgow Women’s Library:  Three of us from Edinburgh joined others from Glasgow for a tour led by Gabrielle Macbeth, the library’s Volunteer Coordinator.
The GWL is the only accredited museum in the UK that records women’s lives, histories, and achievements. It is a library that lends books, an archive that collects
evidence of women’s culture and achievements, and a museum that preserves artifacts of women’s lives; it works with women artists and exhibits their work;
and it is a space for learning, providing literacy and numeracy classes as well as creative writing classes and events and materials that spark the imagination.
Everything in its collections and library has been donated, except for a rare badge awarded to a Glasgow suffragette when she emerged from prison, which the
Library fund-raised to purchase for £42,000! Unfortunately, it is kept securely in a safe in the archive room, so we didn’t see it. The Library was originally set up in
1987 as an arts organisation called Women in Profile to ensure that women’s culture was represented during Glasgow’s year as European City of Culture in 1990.
Today the Library is located in its fifth “home”, in the Bridgeton area of Glasgow, in what had been the Bridgeton Library, a former Carnegie library. A fascinating
visit and a wonderful resource for anyone interested in women’s history and culture in Scotland.

Our visit was preceded by lunch in the West Brewery, an artisan brewery whose lagers and wheat beers are in accordance with the German purity law of 1516. 
The brewery is part of the “lifestyle village” of Templeton on the Green, located in the magnificent former Templeton carpet factory by Glasgow Green.

The Ramshorn Cemetery:  This was a surprising discovery, located in the center of the Merchant City, a 10-minute walk from Queen Street station. In the 18th and

19th centuries it was the burial place for the great and not-always-good of Glasgow – lord provosts, tobacco lords, industrialists, bankers, and, of course,
ministers – many of whom are commemorated in Glasgow’s street names. It is next to the former St David’s Church, now owned by Strathclyde University, as is
the cemetery. Most of its denizens were good Calvinists, so there are no elaborate headstones or memorials such as you find in Victorian cemeteries like the
Glasgow Necropolis. Large engraved stones on the walls, rather than bearing an individual’s date of death, note the owner and the date of purchase of the “lair”
in front of it; no stone could be more than 6” above the ground, so burial stones lie flat and most are now covered with grass. A lair could be sold on and might in
fact not contain the remains of the individual named on the wall! One notable individual buried there is David Dale, the founder of the mills at New Lanark and
the father-in-law of Robert Owen, founder of the utopian community of New Harmony, Indiana. Another – of interest to those in the Glasgow reading group who
are reading “The Secrets of Blythswood Square” – was Pierre Emile L’Angelier, the alleged victim of Madeleine Smith. At least one of those buried there became
the victim of the “resurrectionists” or body snatchers that supplied the anatomists at the nearby medical school. Our tour was led by one of the Friends of
Ramshorn Cemetery who for the first time this summer provided tours and are researching the history of and burials in the cemetery.

I’m looking forward to future visits to Glasgow!

On Saturday, August 9th, several members of AWCCS had a great time visiting the Glasgow Women’s Library and its garden.

The July coffee morning was at the Apex Waterloo Place Hotel, followed by a visit to Old Calton Cemetery to see the American Civil War Memorial

We had a fantastic attendance for the July Birthday Bash at the Press Bar in the Scotsman Hotel.

Club Announcements

Member News

September

Darlene Leyton
Quonya Huff

Adda Gogoris
Laura Donald

Carolyn Hughes
Suzanne Milshaw
Penny Ciancanelli

Norma Englund
Barbara Schenkenberg

October

Ellen Fraser
Katie Graham

Ellie Fisher
Tahitia McCabe
Caroline Graves

Cynthia Brett
Lauren Mackey

Welcome New Members

Rachel Haggarty
Karen Cameron

Kristin Kent
Mary Fritzsche
Nicola Russell

Kristen Henderson
Katherine Hamilton

Stacey Wilkins
Sallie Sharp

Edinburgh Book Group
Contact: dka.finlayson@gmail.com

Friday, 19 September

A Prayer for Owen Meany

By John Irving

Home of Barbara Schenkenberg

Start time: 10:30

Friday, 18 October

TBD

FAWCO

FAWCO Target Program 2025‒2028

Human Rights
Advancing Dignity, Equality and Freedom for Women and Girls

https://www.fawco.org/global-issues/target-program/human-rights-2025-2028

The Environment Team is thrilled to offer an opportunity to all FAWCO members to be a part of the rewilding of the Caledonian forest in Scotland. The
Environment Festival will take place October 28-31, 2025 at the Dundreggan Rewilding Centre (you may remember that a part of last year’s Youth  Cultural
Volunteers Program was held at the site). Activities include:

nighttime bioluminescent walk through the forest led by Will Hall, wildlife expert and filmmaker;
bushcraft fire starting and bannock making;
dyeing with lichens over fire;
special viewing of the film Ocean with David Attenborough;
hiking options;
and, of course, rewilding and tree planting!

The cost of the program is £556 for room, full board, and all activities. We hope you will join us to experience the best of Scottish Highlands and FAWCO
fellowship! You can fill out the registration form or contact Amanda Drollinger for more details.

I know many in the club, like Nancy, worked on the FAWCO Youth Program and were there last year. But perhaps there are club members that would like to
join. There are still a spaces available. 
 
Some FAWCO women will be in Edinburgh before and after these dates and would like to do some activities. Would the board like to open them up to club
members? 
Proposed things are:
Dinner on sunday 26th Oct
Theatre outing to Black Sabbath the Ballet 1st Nov
Mary Kings close tour

FAWCO Education: 

– Book discussion of the book ‘The Offing‘ on September 8 at 7pm CET and September 17 at 1pm CET, see FAWCO website for details.

Virtual screening of Chasing Childhood on October 10th. “Chasing Childhood is a feature length documentary that explores how free play and
independence have all but disappeared from kids’ lives, supplanted by relentless perfectionism leading to record rates of anxiety and
depression, a situation now compounded by the pandemic.  Free play, unsupervised by adults, is critical for developing essential life skills: grit,
independence, and resourcefulness. Many young adults may appear more accomplished on paper, but by the time they get to college they are
emotionally struggling and lacking the tools needed to live independently.”
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