Minutes of the 2025 AGM AWCCS 
American Woman’s Club of Central Scotland
8 May 2025 held at the United States Consulate, Edinburgh
Present: 27 members attended, 3 via Zoom
Minutes: It was proposed by Nancy and seconded by Suzette that the minutes of the last AGM be accepted as read.  All present agreed.
Reports:
· President:  Cynthia welcomed everyone, thanked the Consulate for their hospitality and reminded us it was her final year as president.
Cynthia pointed out that her goal was to increase the membership to 100 in her time as president and she has achieved that.  We were reminded that AWCCS celebrates 51 years in 2025.
· Treasurer: Quonya reported healthy savings going forward with   £8,128 in the Bank plus £20 Petty Cash on hand.  For Thanksgiving we spent under the budget allocation.  Quonya requested we change the date of the financial year to 1May to 30 April, reflecting that our AGM is now held in early May.  We continue to benefit from the funds donated to AWCCS as a result of the FAWCO Conference held in Edinburgh.
· Secretary:  Kathy reported she takes the minutes at meetings and has done so for several years.  In addition she helped with Thanksgiving and hosted the Cookie Exchange.  
· Communications:  Shannon manages the web site and zoom.  She was also, with Mary Jo, arranging events for Glasgow.  There were lots of new events in Glasgow.  Thanksgiving potluck dinner was really successful.  
· Charity:  Ellie reports the Charity we supported these past two years was ‘Food Train, Glasgow’ and ‘Awesome Blossom’ the FAWCO charity.  Thanksgiving Auctions raised £1231. Kilt Walk raised £1370. Total funds raised £3456.  Other events were Pub Quiz, Cookie Exchange.
· Edinburgh Events:  Nancy reported there were 100 events in Edinburgh and Glasgow.  Thanks go to Carole for managing Edinburgh Thanksgiving and to Beth for the AGM, Chris for doing film nights, Quonya for children’s activities and Kate Pearson for Halloween.
· Glasgow Events:  Shannon and Mary Jo report there were lots of new events in Glasgow this year.  Thanksgiving potluck was successful.  Mary Jo and Shannon will step down from Events Coordinators Glasgow.
· FAWCO:  Cynthia reports Hollie represented AWCCS at the Annual Conference in USA this year.  The next conference will be in Malta in 2026. £211,000 was raised for Awesome Blossom over 2 years.  Development grants are available, as well as Education Grants, Federal Credit Union membership.
· Parliamentarian:  Election of the new AWCCS Board:  Dale asked ‘Would anyone like to stand for a position?’  No replies.  Then Dale presented the slate of people running for all the positions on the Board.  A vote was taken and all present voted approval by show of hand and none opposed.  The new Board follows.
President:  Victoria Edwards                                            Secretary:  Kathy McGlew                                                     Treasurer:  Quonya Huff                                            Communications:  Shannon Lei                                                               Events Convenor Edinburgh:  Nancy Lynner                                                  Events Co Convenor Edinburgh:  Adda Gogoris                                                Charity Convenor:  April Game                                               Membership:  Pamela Diaz                                                                     Glasgow Representative:  Suzanne Milshaw                                                    FAWCO:  Lindsay Nygren                                                        Parliamentarian:  Dale Finlayson
A bylaw amendment was proposed to change the fiscal year to 1 May to 30 April. All present voted approval by show of hand and none opposed.
· St Andrews Chapter:  Cynthia read out a long presentation by April Game, a new member from St Andrews, proposing a new chapter of AWCCS be set up in St Andrews where there are many Americans citizens living, especially students. April has invested a lot of work and money already in setting up this Chapter with a vision to take AWCCS to a new level with regarding membership, governance, organisation, structure and online presence. The AWCCS Board has not been involved in discussions yet about this new proposed venture. Wild Apricot is not where we have our web site so communication may be a problem. Cynthia and many of us were impressed by the thoroughness of the presentation.  It is not really a proposal as it seems to be almost happening now.  Several questions were raised by Nancy and others about how this will function, especially communication. It was suggested that St Andrews could set up as a separate AWC Branch. Cynthia felt we should go with the chapter idea.  It was suggested we treat it as an experiment for the time being.  There are currently no financial implications for the AWCCS.  A formal vote was not called for but those present agreed that April should liaise with the AWCCS Board as soon as possible about setting up a St Andrews Chapter of AWCCS.
· Closure of the Consulate:  Suzette spoke about the potential closure of the US Consulate in Edinburgh.  The Staff have had no notice yet that this will be happening.  The Consulate in Edinburgh is the second oldest in the world, after London, the first opened in 1798.  Suzette suggested the AWCCS begin a campaign.  The consulate was slated for closure in 1995 but a successful campaign saved it from closing.  Kathryn Porter, Honorary President AWCCS suggested contacting Friends of Scotland Caucus, US Congress, Tartan Day Organizers and have members reach out telling how valuable it is to have a US Consulate in Scotland.
Respectfully submitted by Kathy McGlew, Secretary AWCCS

